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“America Fore” Strongest 


AMERICAN Company ! 


January 1, 1918 


Cash Capital, TEN MILLION DOLLARS 


Assets $35,866 635.26 

Liabilities 23,815,933.56 

an Policyholders’ Surplus $22,050,701.70 
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CONTINENTAL 
Commands 
Confidence 





And a 65=Year Record 
For Square Dealing 
With Honest Claimants 
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THE CONTINENTAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


HENRY EVANS, President 


HOME OFFICE: 80 Maiden Lane, NEW YORK 


MANAGING BRANCH OFFICES 
CHICAGO, MONTREAL, SAN FRANCISCO 








Seventy-Five Years Ago 


On the first of February, 1843, The Mutual 
Life of New York issued the first mathematical 
reserve policy ever written by an American 
company. 


Having completed its 75th fiscal year on the 
31st of December, 1917, the Company enters 
upon the new year with a justifiable pride in 
its impregnable strength, its unsurpassed 
policy contracts, its generous dividends, and 
its great body of well-satisfied policyholders. 


THE OLDEST COMPANY IN AMERICA 
IS THE COMPANY FOR YOU. 


For terms to producing agents address 


THE MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
of New York 


34 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK CITY 





= 





TT UT SSO) < SS TTTTTTT TT 














> ( 
Ol al gt am. 





Dae ALTE UY OO 

















THE SPECTATOR 


Thursday 











Service Financial Stability Non-Technical Contracts 


THE EMPLOYERS’ 


LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 
OF LONDON 


THE PIONEER AND LEADING LIABILITY INSURANCE 
OF THE WORLD 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 


LIABILITY, AUTOMOBILE, STEAM BOILER 
AND FLY WHEEL, ACCIDENT, HEALTH. 
FIDELITY, SURETY, BURGLARY AND 
PLATE GLASS INSURANCE 


SAMUEL APPLETON 


United States Manager 


33 Broad Street, Boston 


Dwight & Hilles, Resident Mgrs, for N.Y State, 56 fa.den Lane, N.Y 


COMPANY 





THE TRAVELERS 
INSURANCE oF INDEMNITY 
COMPANY COMPANY 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
WRITE THE GREATEST VOLUME OF 
GUARANTEED LOW COST LIFE INSURANCE 
AND 
CASUALTY INSURANCE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPLY THESE INSURANCE 


NEEDS GUARANTEES AGENTS THE BROADEST 
FIELD AND THE LARGEST INCOME. 











CENTRAL STATES LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 





Insurance in Force $32,000,000.00 





JAMES A. McVOY 
Vice-President and General Manager 








THE PRINCIPLES OF 
SURETY UNDERWRITING 


Second Edition 
By LUTHER E. MACKALL, A.B., L.L.B. 


An Instructive Work for Surety Managers and Underwriters | 
CHAPTER HEADINGS 


FIDELITY Bonps.—Public (fficial Bonds—Court Bonds 
(including executors, administrators, guardians, trustees, re- 
ceivers, assignees), Court Bonds (including all required to be 
filed in course of judicial proceedings)—Contract Bonds— 
Depository Bonds—Bonds of Indemnity on account of lost 
instruments—Bonds on Assignment of Accounts Receivable 
—Qualifying Bonds for Insurance Companies—Miscellaneous 
Credit Guarantees—Internal Revenue Bonds—Custom House 
Bonds—Indemnity Bonds in favor of a Surety Company. 


Bound in Buckram Price $3.00 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


CHICAGO OFFICE: Selling Agents 135 William Street 
Insurance Exchange. NEW YORK 




















1918 EDITION 
REVISED AND ENLARGED 


Benetits Under Accident Policies 


A Chart showing at a glance the benefits granted under 
the personal accident policies of stock companies, arranged 
under the following heads: 

Death, Both Eyes, Hands or Feet, Hand and Foot, 
Right Hand, Either Leg, Left Hand, Either Foot, One Eye, 
Weekly Indemnity for Total Disability, Weekly Indemnity for 
Partial Disability, Benefits to Beneficiary, Accumulations, 
Identification, Physicians’ Bills, Insurance of Children. 

Other columns show the number of weeks indemnity is 
allowed for, and the yearly cost of a $5,000 policy. 

In the case of companies issuing policies providing extra 
compensation for injuries received while traveling in regular 
passenger conveyances, the increased benefits are also stated. 


Price per Copy, Manila Binding, = «= 25 Cents 
sé 6s “sé Leather 66 2 ~ 2 50 sé 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


135 WILLIAM STREET 
NEW YORK 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE. 





PAN-AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


NEW ORLEANS, U. S.A. 
CRAWFORD H. ELLIS, President 


FINANCIAL RECORD 
Fully Paid Capital 
Total Resources 


INSURANCE RECORD 


$1,000,000 
6,200,000 


Paid for in 1917 
Total insurance in force............ 2660600. 


$11,784,000 
47,333,000 


Our Service to our Representatives is unexcelled. If you are an experi- 
enced man, seeking to better your condition, we can help you to a bigger 
income in a broader field. If you have had no experience and are interested 
in Life Insurance Salesmanship, we can help you with our Course of Instruc- 
tions and special equipment, to secure the business. Applications consid- 
ered only from responsible men who can furnish bond, if necessary. While 
you arein the mood—right now—let me hear from you. 


E. G. Simmons, Vice-President and General Manager 
Whitney Central Building 
New Orleans, U. S. A. 
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Tue SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to over one million annually, aver- 
aging 20,000 weekly. These standard publica- 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 
by any other insurance journal. 

Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to promoting the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 
trice for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 


Four Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
eign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entered at the New York Post Offices as Second Class Matt r 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J.-Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 
135 Wittt1AM Street, New York 
Telephone, John 231, John 232 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 531 


Sole Selling Agents in America for the publications 
of Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England. 


Copyright, 1918, by The Spectator Company, New York 
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O* May 1, the Chicago offices of 
The Spectator Company, which 
have for some years past been located 
on the eighteenth floor of the Insurance 
Exchange, were removed to more com- 
modious quarters on the sixth floor of 
the same building, Room 603. Residents 
of Chicago and visitors to that city are 
cordially invited to call at these offices, 
where they will find a complete set of the 
numerous publications of the company 
available for their inspection and pur- 
THE SPECTATOR has been closely 
identified with Chicago ever since its 
establishment in that city just fifty years 
ago, is anxious to serve the Chicago in- 
surance fraternity and is increasing its 
facilities in that direction as occasion 
offers. 


chase. 


D URING the past year a large num- 
ber of fire insurance companies 
have amended their charters to permit 
them to underwrite marine and other 


In some cases these amend- 
ments were made in order to meet the 
legal requirements of certain States with 
respect to insuring automobiles, while in 
many others it was with the view of de- 
veloping marine insurance facilities for 
American shippers and American ship 
owners who will participate in the after- 
War trade of this country in all parts of 
the world. The history of American 


hazards. 
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marine insurance shows that at one time 
it enjoyed great prosperity, but when the 
merchant marine disappeared a large part 
of the business went to the American 
agencies of foreign countries. It is 
now likely that after the war American 
foreign trade will be developed through 
the large financial agencies that have been 
established all over the world by some 
of the American banks, and, in order that 
this trade may be properly retained, it 
will be necessary to maintain an adequate 
merchant marine. Plans are under way 
for the construction of ships for this pur- 
pose, but there is some doubt as to 
whether these will be owned or managed 
ultimately by privately organized con- 
cerns, or whether they will be operated 
exclusively by the Government. In the 
one case there will be small doubt as to 
the necessity for an expansion of Ameri- 
can marine insurance, while in the latter 
instance there is some question, as it is 
generally true that the Government does 
not insure its own property with private 
companies. 


HE recent case, in which an Ameri- 
can claimant against a foreign un- 
licensed insurance company was worsted 
because he was unable to prove that the 
home office of the company had received 
his proof of loss, has attracted attention 
to the transaction of business in this coun- 
try by unlicensed companies. Wim. B. 
Kllison of New York has brought the 
particular case mentioned to the notice 
of the Superintendent of Insurance of 
New York State and urges legislation to 
better protect American property-owners 
who may purchase insurance from un- 
licensed companies located in distant 
countries. Mr. Ellison argues that there 
should be some one in this country upon 
whom all notices designed for such a 
company may be served, or else there 
should be some provision made to ab- 
solutely prohibit the issuance of a policy 
here that does not provide a medium 
through which the insured may protect 
his rights by notice or otherwise. He 
further claims that the use of the title 
“Correspondent” would not, in a test 
case, prevent such a correspondent being 
held to be an agent of a non-admitted 
company, and as such amenable to the 
law, and that service made on such cor- 
respondence would be held to be service 
on the company. It is altogether likely, 
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therefore, that this general subject will 
be brought up in the future, possibly in 
the form of a bill to be introduced at the 
next session of the New York Legisla- 
ture. 


HE attempt of the State of Indiana 
to collect back taxes on premiums 
which had been returned, or which had 
been received outside of the State for re- 
insurance, has failed. The fire insurance 
companies were sued for amounts aggre- 
gating $1,250,000, but the supreme court 
of the State has refused to permit an 
appeal from the decision of the appellate 
court, in the test case against the Con- 
tinental Insurance Company. The court 
held that the statutes did not require the 
companies to pay taxes on premiums 
that they never received, and that when 
a part of a premium is refunded it is 
the same, in effect, as though it had never 
been paid. It also denied the legality of 
the double tax which would result from 
the payment of a tax by the original 
writing company, and a further tax pay- 
ment by a company accepting reinsur- 
ance. This is a logical, common-sense 
decision and will afford a _ precedent 
whenever similar cases may come up 
elsewhere. 


HE State Fire Marshal of Washing- 
ton is advocating that a change 
from the customary method of celebrat- 
ing the Fourth of July be made, urging 
that, instead of the children and others 
spending money for firecrackers and fire- 
works, they should invest the money in 
War Savings Stamps and Thrift Stamps 
or in other helpful ways, and thus aid the 
Government in winning the war. The 
suggestion is a good one, for it not only 
will lend a hand to the boys at the front, 
but will tend to diminish the fire loss of 
the country and the number of deaths and 
injuries which are caused annually by 
explosives on our National holiday. The 
plan is one which might well be followed 
throughout the country. 


A FIRE which is admitted to have had 
suspicious features occurred last 
week in a plant in Long Island City, 
which was engaged on Government work. 
The circumstances surrounding the fire 
are being looked into by the Bureau of 
Investigation of the Department of 
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Justice, as well as by the intelligence ser- 
vices of the Army and Navy. Thus far, 
there have been few cases in which it 
has been demonstrated that fires or ex- 
plosions in plants in which war materials 
are made or stored were caused by ene- 
mies, although there had been some in 
which there were strong suspicions of 
there having been incendiary work. 
Precautions are being taken in most war 
material plants which ought to largely 
prevent destructive operations by ene- 
mies, but it goes without saying that 
there should be no diminution of vigi- 
lance in this respect. 


HE necessity for the exercise of care 
by local agents in writing insur- 
ance policies is emphasized by a commu- 
nication sent to members by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters in relation 
to trading with the enemy. No policy 
issued must be so worded that it can 
directly or indirectly benefit an enemy or 
ally of enemy, or anybody acting on be- 
half of an enemy or ally of enemy. It 
is important that every agent should 
definitely name and identify the several 
parties who may be interested in any con- 
tract of insurance, so that no benefit can 
be derived from such policy by an enemy 
or ally of enemy. It would, therefore, 
seem to be decidedly inadvisable for 
agents to write policies worded in such a 
way that they may be payable to or for 
the benefit of persons unknown to the 
agent. 


Ohio State Fire Prevention Association 
{Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 
COLUMBUS, May 7.—The Ohio State Fire Pre- 
vention Association held its regular annual 
meeting at the Hotel Deshler, Columbus, on 

Monday evening, May 6. 

In the interest of conservation, the associa- 
tion determined to give greater speed to its 
efforts to secure more adequate water supplies 
and better fire-fighting facilities in Ohio, espe- 
cially in the villages. 

A vote of thanks was given State Fire Marshal 
Fleming for his co-operation in regard to regu- 
lations and his activity in fire-prevention work. 

State Fire Marshal Fleming, Colonel A. C. 
Speed, William B. Goodwin and J. E. Lyons 
were chosen delegates to the national conven- 
tion at Chicago. 

The following officers were elected: President, 
J. E. Lyons; vice-president, John Reid, Chicago, 
and Mrs. S. C. Neff, secretary-treasurer, was re- 
elected. 

Members of the association who have been in 
active insurance work twenty-five years or more 
formed the nucleus of a social organization to 
be known as the ‘“‘Old Guard” or ‘“‘the Old Times 
Club.”” L. J. Bonar, Mansfield, was chosen tem- 
porary president, and C. T. Deatrick, Columbus, 
temporary secretary. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS 


An Insurance Man Leads the Anzacs.— 
Col. W. K. Fethers, D.S.O., formerly office 
manager for the Royal at Sydney, New South 
Wales, is in command of the Australian troops 
who have been visiting this city. He has been 
in the war since 1914, and was severely 
wounded in the battle of the Somme. He is 
now on his way back to the Western front. 

C. R. Ebert & Co., Inc., Appointed.— 
C. R. Ebert & Co., Inc., succeed the Eastern 
Marine Underwriters, Inc., as marine man- 
agers of the American Equitable Assurance 
Company of New York, and the Equitable 
Underwriters of New York. The firm is now 
located at 48 Beaver street. Mr. Ebert was 
formerly chief marine underwriter at New 
York for the Automobile Insurance Company 
of Hartford, and was previously connected 
with the Royal and the British and Foreign 
Marine. 

Block, Earl & Manuel, Inc.—The broker- 
age firm of Block, Earl & Manuel, Inc., has 
moved from 68 Broad street to larger offices 
at 27 William street. : 

E. F. Beddall’s Trouble.—The many friends 
of Edward F. Beddall, who for a half century 
represented in this country the interests of the 
Royal Insurance Company of Liverpool, 
learned with the most sincere regret that his 
once brilliant mental qualities have become 
impaired, that he has been legally declared in- 
competent by a sheriff’s jury at Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y. Mr. Beddall was long recognized as one 
of the most capable underwriters in the 
country, and his present trouble inspires his 
friends with the deepest sorrow and sympathy. 

W. J. Reynolds’ New Connection.—From 
June 1, William J. Reynolds, secretary of 
Newman & MacBain, Inc., will be vice-presi- 
dent of the Central Fire Office of 80 Maiden 
Lane. He will have direct supervision of local 
business. 

F. J. Planting Promoted.—l’. J. Planting 
has been chosen by Newman & MacBain to 
succeed to the responsibilities heretofore car- 
ried by W. J. Reynolds, who goes with the 
Central Fire Office. 

Move to New Offices.—Godfrey B, Moore 
has recently moved his offices to 19 Liberty 
street, and De Witt H. Stern is now doing 
business at his new quarters at 122 Liberty 
street. 

Jackson-Smith Agency’s New Connection. 
—The Equitable Fire and Marine of Provi- 
dence has appointed the Jackson-Smith 
Agency, Inc., of 1 Liberty street, New York, 
its general agent for the automobile depart- 
ment for the States of New York and New 
Jersey. 

Special Agent for New Jersey.—Herbert 
D. Jones has been appointed special agent for 
New Jersey by the New York Underwriters 
Agency to succeed John C. Stoddard, who is 
serving as a lieutenant in the army. Mr. Jones 
was chief examiner in the Eastern department 
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at the home office for New Jersey, and _ his 
present promotion is in accordance with the 
custom of the Underwriters Agency to ad- 
vance its able employees to responsible posi- 
tions. 

All Have Bonds.—Every uniformed man 
of the fire patrol of New York and Brooklyn 
owns a Liberty Bond, and they did active work 
soliciting for the campaign. 

B. M. Culver to Act as Secretary.—B. M. 
Culver, vice-president of the Niagara Fire, is 
acting as secretary of the organization of 
Western insurance men now located in the 
East, who recently held their first periodical 
dinner at the Waldorf hotel. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


George M. Fisher Returns.—George M. 
Fisher, manager of the Western Railway Un- 
derwriters, has returned from Pass a Grille, 
Fla., where he has been building a winter 
home. 

Western Union Governing Committee 
President Marshall of the Western Union has 
appointed a new governing committee as fol- 
lows: J. W. Cochran, J. C. Corbet, C. R. 
Street and C. R. Tuttle (terms expiring April, 
1919); also G. H. Batchelder, Dugan & Carr, 
Thomas EF, Gallagher, Fred S. James and C, A, 
Ludlum (terms expiring September, 1918). 
C. R. Tuttle succeeds R. FE. Lidster on the 
committee. The membership of the confer- 
ence committee is the same as that of the gov- 
erning committee. 

Insurance Reserves Inspected.—The In- 
surance Reserves, which have been drilling 
each Wednesday night since last fall in the 
lobby of the Insurance Exchange will soon 
he mustered into the Illinois Reserve Militia. 
The company was inspected last week by Fred 
R. Sargent, acting captain of the Insurance 
Reserves, 

Underwriters Salvage Company Takes 
Bonds.—The Underwriters Salvage Company 
of Chicago has subscribed for $25,000 worth 
of the Third Liberty Loan. 


To Test SteelJohn M. Eckert, assistant 
engineer in the gas and oils department of 
Underwriters Laboratories, has entered the 
Ordnance Department, U. S. A., as supervisor 
of tests at steel plants in the vicinity of Chi- 
cago, and also in Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin and 
adjoining States. Physical tests, chemical 
analysis, heat treatment at plants and the in- 
struction of inspectors for this territory will 
come under Mr. Eckert’s direction. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 


Automobile Insurance Law Construed.— 
The Massachusetts Insurance Department has 
ruled that there will be no necessity for the 
companies seeking to do business under the 
provisions of Chapter 115, Acts of 1918, to 
modify the licenses which they now hold. 
Chapter 115 provides that companies writing 
marine risks may now add to their lines the 
automobile property damage formerly written 
only by the casualty companies, while the casu- 
alty companies may now write the collision 
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feature which was formerly written by the 
marine companies where the damage is sus- 
tained to the owner’s machine. 

Norske Lloyd to Write Marine—The 
Norske Lloyd Insurance Company has been 
licensed to do a marine business in Massachu- 
setts, having recently increased its deposit 
capital to $500,000. The company has hitherto 


done a fire insurance business in Massachu- 


setts. It has appointed Robert A. Boit & Co. 
of Boston as its agents for marine lines. 


Gayle T. Forbush to Move to New York. 
—Gayle T. Forbush will soon depart from 
Boston to become general agent at New York 
for the United States branch of the Royal 
Exchange of London. Mr. Forbush has for 
some years been general agent for New Eng- 
land for the company. He will be succeeded 
here by Russell E. Stevens, now special agent 
of the Rochester department of the Great 
American. Mr. Forbush is one of the ablest 
and best-liked members of the New England 
Insurance Exchange. He has also been at the 
head of the Insurance Library Association for 
some years and has been an active and bene- 
ficent influence. 


Insurance Society Dinner Abandoned.— 
The Insurance Society of Massachusetts voted 
to dispense with its annual dinner this year 
and devote the proceeds to a war relief com- 
mittee to lend aid to the emergency needs of 
the families of members in the service. There 
were to be over four hundred present at the 
dinner. Senator John W. Weeks, who was 
scheduled as the principal speaker, warmly 
concurred in the arrangements. 


North British and Mercantile Official 
Changes 

J. F. Hastings, assistant United States man- 
ager of the North British and Mercantile of 
London, having been ill for some’ time, has 
been granted an unlimited leave of absence for 
the recovery of his normal health. For this 
reason, and because of the increasing business 
of the company, the following have been ap- 
pointed asistant managers: William P. Young, 
Chas. R. Perkins, Walter S. Alley, Edward T. 
Cairns and Chas. E. Case. Robert P. Barbour 
has been appointed secretary of the United 
States branch. Each of these gentlemen has 
served the company from twelve to twenty- 
three years, and they well merit their promo- 
tions and the congratulations of their friends. 


American Eagle’s Western Department 

The American Eagle of New York has decided 
to open a Western department. As of May 14, 
1918, such department will be located at 137 
South LaSalle street, Chicago, Ill. This de- 
partment is established because the company 
recognizes the advantage of a closer relation- 
ship with its agents that will enable it to offer 


them greater facilities and better and more 
prompt service, in the expectation of materially 


increasing the premium income of the company. 
The Western department will be in charge of 
Alfred Stinson, secretary. The department will 
cover Western Union territory. 


Death of J. R. Snively 
J. R. Snively, a former president of the 
Citizens of Pittsburgh, died recently at his 
home in Chambersburg, Pa. 


THE SPECTATOR 
FIRE PROTECTION MEET 


National Organization Holds Annual 
Convention in Chicago 








PROGRAMME IS COMPREHENSIVE 





W. E. Mallalieu Presents an Interesting Review 
of National Board’s Work 


[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 


CHICAGO, May 7.—The twenty-second annual 
meeting of the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation opened to-day with a very full attend- 
ance, filling the auditorium of the Chicago Board 
of Fire Underwriters. The tone of meeting was 
well outlined by the opening address of Presi- 
dent Wiederhold, in which he said: ‘How can 
we make the people of this country understand 
their responsibility for the pernicious results 
which must inevitably follow unbridled prodi- 
gality? Even with our country at war we can- 
not bring ourselves to believe that our re- 
sources are without end. The people must be 
educated and the gospel of fire prevention and 
protection must be preached incessantly.” 


This thought of awakening of the public to 
critical needs and the reduction of the fire loss 


during the war to better equip our 
national fighting forces was further emphasized 
by the speech of W. E. Mallalieu (printed in 
full in this: issue) and discussions throughout 
the. meeting. Emphasis was given to the need 
of continuing this war-time campaign of fire 
loss reduction through passing of personal 
liability laws and inducing public recognition of 
the crime of an owner who endangers munici- 
pal welfare by permitting fires, most of which 
are due to carelessness. 

By unanimous vote, the association elected 
F. E. Cabot of Boston, the retiring chairman of 
the electrical committee, to honorary member- 
ship. 

The meeting opened Tuesday morning with 
an address by the president, followed by re- 
ports from the executive committee, the secre- 
tary-treasurer, the editor of the Quarterly, the 
committees on membership and public infor- 
mation, the Canadian committee, and from the 
State Fire Prevention Association. Five- 
minute reports from local chapters and com- 
mittees and organization members on work in 
prevention were submitted next. W. E. Mal- 
lalieu, general manager of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters, delivered an address on 
“The Public Service of the Fire Underwriter in 
War Time.” 

At the afternoon session reports from the 
committees on private fire supplies from public 
mains, fire pumps, nomenclature, hydrants and 
valves, and field practice, were made, and this 
was followed by a general discussion on the 
subject of zero-weather hazards. 


crisis 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
The following resolutions were adopted on 
Tuesday: 


The National Fire Protection Association, as- 
sembled in Chicago for its twenty-second an- 
nual meeting, again calls attention to the 
unusual hazards to life and property created 
throughout America by the world war. These 
hazards demand the utmost vigilance and ini- 
tiative not only from those in authority but 
from the private citizens as well. Every indi- 
vidual should consider himself a fire warden of 
the nation at this critical time and should 
equip himself to serve his country by safeguard- 
ing to the extent of his intelligence and ability 
every form of natural and created resource. 
The elimination of waste, at all times the duty 
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of good citizenship, is at this moment our pro- 
foundest public and private responsibility. 

In its warfare against the needless sacrifice 
of human lives and property by fire the Asso- 
ciation advocates the following measures: 

1. The adoption by municipalities of the 
Standard Building Code of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters to the end that fire-resis- 
tive building construction may be encouraged, 
the use of inflammable roof coverings pro- 
hibited, adequate exit facilities from buildings 
assured, and interiors so designed and fire- 
stopped as to make easy the extinguishment of 
fires therein. 

2. The adoption by all States of minimum 
building requirements for the protection of 
State and county hospitals, schools, asylums 
and similar institutions outside city limits and 
of small communities in which the establish- 
ment and enforcement of a building code is 
impracticable. 

3. The enactment by each State of the fire 
marshal law advocated by the Fire Marshal’s 
Association of North America to the end that 
official investigation may be made of the causes 
of all fires, preventable fires may be elim- 
inated by public education, and the crime of 
arson stamped out. 

4. The adoption of the Association’s suggested 
ordinance providing for the systematic inspec- 
tion of all buildings by city fire marshals or 
local firemen to insure the vigorous enforce- 
ment of rules for cleanliness, good housekeep- 
ing, and the maintenance of safe and unob- 
structed exits, fire-fighting apparatus and other 
protective devices. 

5. The enactment of ordinances similar to 
that of Cleveland, Ohio, fixing the cost of ex- 
tinguishing preventable fires upon citizens dis- 
regarding fire prevention orders, and a more 
general legal recognition of the common law 
principle of personal liability for damage re- 
sulting from fires due to carelessness or neg- 
lect. 

6. The wider general use of the automatic 
sprinkler as a fire extinguishing agent and life 
saver and the more general adoption of the fire 
division wall as an important life saving exit 
facility. 

7. A careful study of the technical surveys 
of cities made by the engineers of the Com- 
mittee on Fire Prevention of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters covering the items of 
water supplies, their adequacy and reliability, 
fire department efficiency, fire alarm systems 
and conflagration hazards, and of the possibility 
of co-operation among neighboring cities 
through mutual aid and the standardization of 
hose couplings. 

8. The adoption of the Association’s sug- 
gested laws and ordinances for State and mu- 
nicipal regulation of the transportation, stor- 
age and use of inflammable liquids and ex- 
plosives. 

9. The universal adoption and use of the 
safety match and legislation prohibiting smok- 
ing in all parts of factories, industrial and 
mereantile buildings, except’ in such fireproof 
rooms as may be especially approved for the 
purpose by fire departments. 

10. The education of children and the public 
generally in careful habits regarding the use 
of fire. 

11. The co-ordination of all these activities, 
through a central administrative officer or body 
of the State or city having primary jurisdiction, 
for the purpose of promoting uniformity of 
action and efficient co-operation. 

In the furtherance of these objects the Asso- 
ciation appeals for the co-operation of all 
citizens. It asks them to help in the dissemina- 
tion of its valuable literature and in the use 
of the standards of fire protection so carefully 
worked out by its committees to the end that 
the lives and substance of our people shall not 
continue to be dissipated by a reckless and 
easily preventable waste. 

In discussion of resolution number 
attention was called to the performance of the 
engineers of the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation in completing fifty per cent of normafr 
municipal inspection work, despite the fact that 
almost the total force had been nearly con- 
tinuously aiding the national Government in 
special fire prevention work. 

Further reports from the committees on high- 
value districts, tanks, manufacturing risks and 


seven 








Fire Insurance 


special hazards, and explosive combustibles 
were submitted by the respective chairmen yes- 
terday morning. A luncheon, arranged by the 
Chicago chapter, was held in the red room of 
the Hotel LaSalle, at which Dr. F. W. Gun- 
saulus, president of the Armour Institute of 
Technology, spoke. A visit to the Under- 
writers Laboratories, at 207 East Ohio street, 
took up the entire afternoon. 


THURSDAY, MAY 9—MORNING SESSION 
10 A. M. 


Committee Reports—Protection of Openings 
in Walls and Partitions, W. C. Robinson, Chi- 
cago, chairman. 

Safety to Life—H. W. Forster, Philadelphia, 
chairman. 

Fire-Resistive Construction—Ira H. Woolson, 
New York, chairman. 

Uses of Wood in Building Construction— 
Julius Franke, New York, chairman. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 2 P. M. 

Laws and Ordinances—Albert de Roode, New 
York, chairman. 

Round-Table Discussion—2.30 P. M., sharp. 

Subject—Fire Protection in Hotels and Apart- 
ment Houses. 

Topic A—Planning Hotels and Apartment 
Houses for Safety, Elmer C. Jensen, architect, 
member board of directors, American Institute 
of Architects. 

Topic B—Building Code Essentials, Sidney J. 
Williams, engineer, Industrial Commission, 
State of Wisconsin. 

Reports of Delegates to Conventions of Other 
Bodies; New Business; Report of Nominating 
Committee and Election of Officers. The nomi- 


THE SPECTATOR 


nation of the committee are: For president, 
F. J. T. Stewart, New York; for first vice-presi- 
dent, H. O. Lacount, Boston; for second vice- 
president, W. E. Mallalieu, New York; for sec- 
retary-treasurer, Franklin H. Wentworth, Bos- 
ton; for chairman of executive committee, H. L. 
Phillips, Hartford. 

For executive committee (for three years): 
Gorham Dana, Boston; H. W. Forster, Phila- 
delphia; Rudolph P. Miller, New York; H. L. 
Phillips, Hartford; A. R. Small, Chicago; John 
B. Laidlaw, Toronto, for one year. 

For nominating committee (1919) three mem- 
bers—R. H. Newbern, Philadelphia; Frank D. 
Chase, Chicago; C. Heller, San Francisco. 


On Monday, at a meeting of National Under- 
writers Uniformity Association, the committee 
on town classification recommended, and the 
meeting adopted, the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters’ standard grading schedule for 
grading cities and towns. 

The following officers were elected: H. V. 
Thayer, Boston, president; J. S. Speed, Little 
Rock, vice-president; W. H. Boyd, Chicago, sec- 
retary. 





Liverpool and London and Globe of New 
York to Become Star 

The name of the Liverpool and London and 
Globe Insurance Company of New York, which 
is owned by the Liverpool and London and 
Globe Insurance Company of Liverpool, is to be 
changed to the Star Insurance Company of 
America. 











(NATIONALUNION 
ey. persene nat 


’ OF Pitrseurc.Pa 


x} 
ay) 
Ye 





ih 

x. 

rea (a Pa Pa Fa 
SeeceEee 


a 











SECURITY—STABILITY—SERVICE AND FACILITIES 
MAKE THE NATIONAL UNION A GOOD COMPANY TO 
REPRESENT BY EVERY TEST THAT COUNTS. TO. 


PROPERLY EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED AGENTS 
NATIONAL UNION SERVICE WILL SPEAK FOR IT- 


SELF WHENEVER YOU CHOOSE TO MAKE THE TEST. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 


Fire Underwriters Have Devoted Much 
Time, Energy and Money Thereto 








NATIONAL BOARD DOES ITS PART 





Manager W. E. Mallalieu Describes Its Numerous 
War-Time Activities 

On Tuesday last, W. E. Mallalieu, general 
manager of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, delivered an interesting and inspiring 
address before the National Fire Protection 
Association upon “‘The Public Service of the 
Fire Underwriter in War Time,’’ which is pre- 
sented in full below: 


The nation’s call to war-time service has met with 
such hearty response on the part of most professions 
and lines of business that the underwriters do not 
wish to claim any disproportionate credit for them- 
selves. They have constituted but one of the many 
channels through which our national spirit has ex- 
pressed itself. Yet they have had their own peculiar 
part to play, and a brief summary of events that to 
us have been epoch-making seems now to be in order. 

On March 21, 1917, it required no especial gift of 
prophecy to see that the United States was about to 
find itself at war. Many people and many institu- 
tions were suddenly looking the situation in the face 
as a personal matter, and were asking themselves the 
question, ‘What part must I play?” In all this multi- 
tude, the National Board of Fire Underwriters felt 
that there rested upon it the burden of a peculiar re- 
sponsibility, although the thought presented itself less 
as a burden than as one of opportunity for service. 

It need hardly be said to-day that the United States, 
with its long traditions of peace, was at that time 
almost entirely unprepared for its part in the struggle. 
Our vast industrial resources were a mere collection 
of units and not the single organized machine toward 
which they are now evolving. The three immediate 
problems were man power, finance and supplies. 

Securing supplies was by no means the least of these; 
it must be based upon the most minute knowledge of 
sources of supply, and the huge task of investigating 
and classifying such sources in a nation as large as the 
United States would naturally involve months of de- 
lay in the placing of orders. Every day was precious. 
A short cut was iperative. Fortunately, there 
chanced to be one bev 3 organized business which 
was already possessed of this information. The fire 
insurance companies operate in every section of every 
State. They have relations with almost every owner 
of property, and these relations necessitate the ac- 
quirement of exact knowledge concerning the prop- 
erty to be insured, 

The National Board was in position to organize this 
priceless data and make it available for the nation’s 
needs. Perhaps we may be entitled to a little credit 
for the fact that this conclusion was reached and 
these resources were tendered to the Government by 
purely voluntary action upon the date already men- 
tioned, sixteen days before the declaration of war. 
Needless to say, acceptance was prompt and cordial; 
the officials were more than eager. Work was got 
under way with such speed that the names of hun- 
dreds of factories fitted to produce munitions were 
placed in the hands of the Government within the few 
days intervening before Congress voted war. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS 

There is no need to enlarge upon the detail by 
which these results were made possible. Most big 
undertakings require systematizing upon a large scale, 
but a rather interesting psychological effect was pro 
duced in our own offices. It was almost as though 
someone had pulled a lever and thrown the clutch 
into a new set of gears. We had all of us been work- 
ing hard and steadily upon our familiar tasks. We 
believed our work to be of great importance to the 
public, and knew that we were giving it our utmost 
endeavors, when, suddenly there appeared this new 
task, so imperative as to require the absolute right-of 
way. Many other things, therefore, stopped with 
something of a jolt, while a hastily improvised force, 
drawn from other activities, commenced to aid the 
nation in its direct preparations for battle. We began 
to wonder whether we were really insurance people, 
after all. 

In retrospect now, after more than a year, we can 
see that this was only the beginning, although it 
loomed large at the time. It was, in fact, no small 
affair, for in the few months which followed we sup- 
plied to the Government complete data upon more 
than 138,000 separate manufacturing plants, each one 
able to fit into the vital scheme of war-time supplies. 
We know that the United States placed orders quickly 
with many of these plants. May we not, therefore, 
believe that our efforts contributed toward giving the 
nation a more advanced place in the war work tha 
would have been possible without them? 

Very closely upon the heels of this informatio! 
service came another of hardly less importance. In a 
sense, it was somewhat analogous to the health work 
among the troops. In this war, as never before, it is 
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realized that it is not suthcient to have mere numbers 
of men in the armies. These men must be kept as 
“effectives.”’ A man on his back in a hospital is a 
liability—-not an asset—wherefore there have come 
about the provisions for gas masks, anti-typhus vac- 
cine and other protective measures calculated to keep 
the soldier fit for fighting. 

The fire insurance interests felt that they could 
assist in keeping the American factories fit for fight- 
ing, through acting upon the modern theory that an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. A 
very common factory disease is that of fire. It is all 
too prevalent in every year, but under war-time con- 
ditions it began to resemble an epidemic. Naturally, 
the newspapers and the public assumed that these 
numerous industrial fires were largely chargeable to 
‘“German spies.”’ Investigations made by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, through its committee on 
arson and its Actuarial Bureau, have largely disproved 
this idea, and have thrown increased emphasis upon 
the fact that abnormal conditions of production, in 
themselves, have caused a great increase in fire hazard. 

When this fact was made public it proved a sad 
disappointment to many who were expecting the more 
sensational explanation. They were something like 
the Irishman who said to his small son, ‘Mickey, 
sthop makin’ thot noise!” Mickey answered, “Tm 
not makin’ any noise, father,’ and the father said, 
“Will, make some, thin, don’t be sihandin’ there 
quiet, makin’ your father out a loiar’’! 

The ardent -zeal of many of our patriots would 
almost have welcomed the evidence that German spies 
with torches were effecting great destruction. It was 
somewhat disconcerting to have the responsibility 
traced to Germany’s chief ally on this side of the 
ocean—good old American carelessness. In this case, 
however, there was a natural explanation although not 
an excuse. 


PRODUCTION THE FIRST CONSIDERATION 

So great was the concentration of thought upon the 
subject of production that conservation was tempo- 
rarily overlooked and, as a consequence, these highly 
speeded factories, grain elevators, and the like, began 
to burn with even more than their usual frequency. 

Please do not understand that I am underestimating 
the incendiary ambitions of the spy animal in this 
country, nor deprecating the need for vigilance. [Far 
from it! His evil intent has been shown in many 
ways, ‘and if he has met with less success in the 
matter of fires than he doubtless hoped for, this fact 
in itself is attributable to the value of vigilance. 

But, oh, if people would only learn to exercise 
similar vigilance against themselves! If they could 
only appreciate the amazing degree to which their own 
carelessness gives aid and comfort to the enemy! 
Perhaps it would help them could they visualize this 
carelessness in the form of an enemy alien, with their 
own features changed into Teutonic mold, with spiked 
helmets upon their own heads, with flaming torches in 
their own right hands, and iron crosses pinned upon 
their own breasts. If they could see this true picture 
of their carelessness personified it might shock them 
into reform. 

The National Board felt that the industrial fire loss 
menace had become acute; it undertook to see what 
could be done toward keeping America’s supply plants 
in the industrial trenches. In co-operation with the 
Council of National Defense, with other fire insurance 
organizations, and with many local and State officials, 
it organized and directed a nz ation- wide campaign, em- 
ploying the services of some 3500 inspectors and sur- 
veyors, operating under various State executive com- 
mittees. In some States these inspectors were given 
an official standing by commissions from the Govern- 
ment, 

Within the next few months there were literally 
tens of thousands of American factories, grain ele- 
vators, flour mills, warehouses, cotton compresses, saw- 
mills, fertilizer works, piers and similar premises in- 
dividually inspected by men who had received special 
training in the detection and correction of fire hazards. 
These men received their salaries from the fire in- 
surance companies, but they were definitely instructed, 
while engaged in this task, to “forget that they were 
insurance men,” and remember only that they were 
performing a public service in conserving the national 
resources. 

It is a trifle difficult to appraise the exact results of 
this work, although we endeavored to indicate some of 
its bearings a few months ago in a bulletin entitled 
“The Fires That Did Not Occur.”” Certain it is that 
industrial fires have by no means been eliminated, but 
it is equally certain that in countless instances the 
visit of the inspector has been followed by prompt 
correction of the hazards discovered by him. We 
firmly believe that innumerable factories, grain ele- 
vators and other points of production or storage are 
now in the nation’s industrial trenches instead of its 
hospitals or graveyards because of the work done in 
this campaign. 

FIRE PREVENTION SECTION FORMED 

This work has now been given a permanent official 
standing by the Federal Government through the 
establishment of a fire prevention section of the War 
Industries Board operating directly from its offices in 
Washington. There has been some misunderstanding 
of the exact function of this new section. It is not 
intended in any way to disturb existing agencies where 
the inspection work that they are doing is satisfactory, 
In fact, the efforts of the section will be directed 
principally toward improving conditions in certain 
privately owned plants where munitions needed by the 
Government are being produced under unnecessarily 
hazardous conditions. There are perhaps from one to 
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two hundred of these plants and war-time needs de- 
mand that they be safeguarded as swiftly and com- 
pletely as possible. 

All organizations and individuals interested in the 


subject of fire protection are urged to co-operate by 
reporting “— any plants of which they may happen 
to know. The whole subject of safeguarding our 


sources of supply in this highly industrialized war is 
so vast that the combined efforts of all who may con- 
tribute will still fall short of complete protection. It 
is a field of patriotic service which cannot be over- 
crowded. 

Almost simultaneously with the creation of this 
section there came another development of unusual 
interest. This was nothing less than the establishment 
of a fire-prevention bureau of the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters in the War Department at Wash- 
ington by the order of the Acting Secretary of War, 
Benedict Crowell. The purpose of this bureau is to 
co-operate with the War Department in all matters 
concerning fire prevention and protection so far as 
they relate to the construction and leasing of buildings. 

It is somewhat difficult to combine justice to my 
subject, with consideration for my hearers. I have 
been asked to cover the national service work of our 
organization, but realize that there are also other 
speakers who have a claim upon your time. Details, 
therefore, must be ruthlessly lopped off in giving the 
merest glimpse of some of the other forms of activity. 


WORK AT ARMY CANTONMENTS 

Take, for example, our work at the army canton- 
ments. 

Have you visited one of these cantonments? If so, 
flash it before your eyes in a mental picture, since it 
represents one of the most interesting experiments in 
construction ever undertaken. 

Your mental picture will show you a far-stretching 
wooden city of the hastiest possible erection. We 
have just been talking about the nécessity for keeping 
our factories im the trenches by safeguarding them 
from fire. Well, one of these cantonments is to be 
regarded less as a city than as a factory army 
factory. It receives its raw material—and some of it 
is pretty raw—and it turns out a splendid product in 
the form of those khaki-clad battalions of which we are 
all so proud. 

Can you imagine what a conflagration would do to 
such a great wooden factory of armies? Probably you 
never stopped to think about it, but I assure you it 
was one of the first things of which we thought when 
the Government’s encampment proposition was made 
known. Some of our people believed that in spite of 
all precedent these apparently tinder-box cities could 
be made virtually conflagration proof. The War De- 
partment invited us to try our hand‘at it. Therefore, 
while the camp sites were yet uncleared, there began 
the preparation of the plans for construction. 
National Board engineers drafted from our committee 
on fire prevention were given offices with the construc- 
tion division of the Quartermaster’s Department in 
Washington, and their ideas were incorporated with 
these plans while yet on paper. The results speak 
for themselves. 

Each encampment has an adequate water system. 
Each one is equipped with a fire-fighting force and 
apparatus, operating from conveniently disposed fire 
houses. The alarm system is complete; heating and 
lighting installation is of an approved type. All o 
the buildings contain fire buckets, extinguishers, etc. 
They are sufficiently separated to reduce exposure and 
are covered with fire-resistive roofing. Safety rules 
have been worked out, regular inspections organized, 
and, in short, there has been undertaken all that gore- 
sight could suggest in the way of eliminating an almost 
overwhelming natural fire hazard. 

Perhaps it would be wise to wait until the end of 
the war before boasting of results, but at least it 
may be said that the fire loss upon approximately 
$100,000,000 of construction was only $2150 up to the 
time that the camps were turned over to the com- 
manding generals. Without considering the unusual 
hazards of construction, such a low fire loss is prob- 
ably unprecedented. 

Never before has it been possible to try a fire pre- 
vention constructional experiment upon such a huge 
scale. Never have results been obtained that were 
more illuminating. I might add that the actual carry- 
ing out of the plans occurred under the eyes of other 
members of our engineering force, one of whom was 
assigned to each cantonment during the process of 
erection. 

There is not time for more than a cataloguing of 
the rest of our national service activities. They have 
come under three general heads: engineering, investi- 
gating and educational, Under each of these heads 
there has been effort to do work that was definitely 
constructive. 

National Board engineers have injected fire pre- 
vention provisions into the huge plans of the Emer- 
gency Fleet Corporation, and the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks of the Navy Department have made in- 
spections of shipyards, of marine and aviation en- 
campments. They have inspected Government build- 
ings in Washington, where the emergency of the 
hour has led to various improvised office arrange- 
ments, and where serious interruption of war activi- 
ties would be caused by fire. Several of our own 
officials have been compelled to make such frequent 
trips to the national capital that they have come to 
feel almost like commuters. 

Reference has already been made to investigations 
conducted by the committee on incendiarism and 
arson. Where fires have involved the suspicion of 
enemy plots this committee has been working in close 
co-operation with the Department of Justice and some 
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of the other Government departments. Details of its 
operation are necessarily confidential, but it can be 
appreciated that the activity has been very great since 
the beginning of the war. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK 


Our educational work, on the other hand, has 
courted the widest publicity, and the American press, 
recognizing its genuinely public service character, has 
co-operated without stint. Probably many of you are 
already familiar with our “Safeguarding” series of 
fire-prevention booklets. The first of these, “Safe- 
guarding Industry,” was prepared to give practical 
instruction to managers of plants in reducing fire 
hazard. It was issued for the Council of National 
Defense, and 125,000 copies were sent to important 
manufacturers in all parts of the country. At our 
request, President Wilson gave us, for use upon its 
cover, a_ signed statement that has now become 
famous—the one which begins, “Preventable fire is 
more than a private misfortune—it is a public derelic- 
tion.” When these booklets were sent out they were 
accompanied by an illustrated poster of specific warn- 
ings to factory hands, and also by self- -inspection 
blanks. 

Our second booklet, ‘Safeguarding Grain,” was 
issued for the Food Administration, and bore a aie 
statement from Mr. Hoover. It went to all of the 
important shippers and handlers of grain in the 
United States, and is now commonly known through- 
out the West as Hoover’s rules. A similar purpose 
among cotton compresses, warehouses, etc., was ful- 
filled by our booklet on “Safeguarding Cotton,” for 
which Secretary of War Baker issued a statement. 

Latest, and perhaps most important in the series, is 
our fire prevention manual for use in schools, which 
bears the title of “‘Safeguarding the Home Against 
Fire.” We have produced this booklet for the United 
States Bureau of Education, with a signed statement, 
and also a special preface by Dr. Claxton, United 
States Commissioner of Education, and he is recom- 
mending it to the schools of the country for use in 
the first half of the seventh grade work, as a standard 
text-book. 

These are but a few of the many pieces of fire-pre- 
vention literature which the National Board has pro- 
duced within the past year, and all have been directed 
against the citadel of American carelessness, in which 
a og of our destructive forces find their strong- 
old. 

A speaker recently said that if one would under- 
stand “the difference between the German mind and 
the human mind” it was necessary to consider the 
process of instruction by which the present generation 
of Germans has been psychologically created for war 
purposes. The world would be fundamentally out of 
joint if such an evil instance were to remain as our 
chief example of the educational possibilities of per- 
sistent propaganda. If systematic efforts, wisely 
planned and patiently employed, might have an_ulti- 
mate effect in altering the consciousness of the 
American people with respect to their great weakness 
of habitual carelessness, its effect would be by no 
means limited to the single matter of fire waste. Its 
value would be seen in countless desirable ways. 

We firmly believe that this is feasible. We do not 
expect the impossibly sudden, but we do know that 
underlying the carelessness and optimism of our fel- 
low-countryman there is a solid substratum of com- 
mon sense. If we will but plant our foundations deep 
enough a permanent structure can be erected. That 
structure—the America of the future—should not be 
left to form itself in the old haphazard way. With 
vision enlarged and minds made serious by the tre- 
mendous lessons of humanity’s great struggle, may we 
not gain a truer conception of our responsibility in 
leaving a heritage of reconstructed national character 
to the generations which are to come? 

May we not contribute toward the formation of a 
new- America, not less happy and more reasonably 
and surely optimistic, but one in which carelessness 
and the light-hearted willingness to “take a chance” 
shall have been replaced by conservation, efficiency 
and far-sighted preparation for desired development? 
_lf the National Fire Protection Association and the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, and all other 
great voluntary organizations, can conceive of their 
present activities in the light of these ultimate effects 
a great step will have been taken toward merging the 
present with the future. 





Firemens Issues New Policy 

A new form of automobile, fire and theft in- 
surance policy has been put out by the Fire- 
mens of Newark. It is styled a pre-valued auto- 
mobile policy and is written for a two- or 
three-year term. The policy at first covers 100 
per cent of value, but the proportion of 
original value insured scales down automatically 
year by year. 





Western Insurance Bureau Meets 
The annual meeting of the Western Insurance 
Bureau began yesterday at the Marlborough- 
Blenheim Hotel at Atlantic City, N. J., and is 
continuing its sessions through to-day. A new 
member of this organization is the Great North- 
ern of St. Paul. 
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FIFTY YEARS IN INSURANCE 


J. L. Whitlock Celebrates a Half-Century’s 
Service by Retiring 


After serving for thirty-seven years as man- 
ager of the Western department of the Glens 
Falls Insurance Company, J. L. Whitlock will 
retire from business on June 1. He has been in 
insurance work for more than fifty years and 
will return to his home in Chicago. 

The following expression of appreciation of 
Mr. Whitlock’s long service with the Glens 
Falls company was adopted unanimously by 
the directors: 

In accepting the resignation of J. L. Whitlock 
as manager of the company’s Western depart- 
ment, we desire to record our thankful appre- 
ciation of his thirty-seven years’ continuous, 
faithful and loyal service and our high esteem 
for the integrity, uprightness and honor of his 
personality and character which have com- 
manded our respect and confidence through all 
these years. 

We gratefully recognize his devoted single- 
ness of purpose in promoting the company’s 
honorable reputation and best interests and the 
peculiar success of his constant efforts in this 
behalf, even beyond the field of his exclusive 
management. He has indeed been an influential 
factor in the progressive history of the Glens 
Falls, and his name will continue to be asso- 
ciated with those representing long and valued 
service for the company. 

We assure Mr. Whitlock of our sincere good 
will and cordial best wishes for a long and 
felicitous enjoyment of the relief from business 
cares and responsibility which he has chosen 
to favor his future years. 


Amending War-Risk Law 
[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 

WASHINGTON, May 7.—A favorable report 
on the bill to amend the War Risk Law has 
been rendered by the House Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, with the 
recommendation that it be passed without de- 
lay. Hearings were held on this measure last 
week, at which Assistant Secretary Love and 
Director Delanoy of the War Risk Bureau ap- 
peared to tell of the needs for the amendments. 

Included in the report is a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury advocating passage 
of the bill, in which he describes its purposes 
as follows: 

“The amendment is intended to accomplish 
three things: First, to permit the Bureau of 
War Risk Insurance to insure the vessels of 
friendly nations when such vessels are chartered 
or operated by the United States Shipping 
Board or its agent, or chartered by citizens of 
the United States, or the cargoes on vessels of 
friendly nations, whether or not they are so 


chartered. Second, to authorize the Secretary, 


of the Treasury to compromise disputed war 
risk insurance claims. Third, to extend the 
authorization which created this Bureau for the 
purposes of the division of marine insurance 
for the period of the duration of the war and 
for six months thereafter, unless sooner sus- 
pended by the President.’’ 

According to Assistant Secretary Love, there 
is urgent need of this legislation. He said: 


The urgency of the enactment of this lies in 
the fact that the Shipping Board advises the 
War Risk Bureau that it is endeavoring to 
make arrangements for a considerable amount 
of friendly neutral tonnage, and that it is prac- 
tically impossible for them to get the necessary 
war risk insurance facilities without the pas- 
sage of this bill, both as to cargoes which they 
are shipping in vessels which they are charter- 
ing, and as to hulls of the vessels which they 
are chartering, and as to the hulls they are 
chartering or having agents charter to supple- 
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ment American tonnage in this crisis, and also 
as to the insurance of the seamen on the ves- 
sels which they charter. : 

Under the law, if they chartered a _ vessel 
under a foreign flag, they have not the authority 
to write compensation on those vessels, and 
we have not the right to carry insurance on 
vessels which they do not charter, and they 
advise us that it is immediately important that 
we have this legislation in order to provide the 
necessary facilities. 


Henry Evans on Towner Bill 
Henry Evans, president of the Continental 
of New York and its allied companies, has 
written R. M. Hurd of the American Defense 
Society concerning the Towner Bill, now in 
Governor Whitman’s hands, which would utilize 
funds of German companies in financing Ameri- 

can fire insurance companies. He said: 


In accordance with your request for an ex- 
pression of my views, I write to you, 

First, there is, in my opinion, no public need 
calling for the rehabilitation of former German 
companies. 

Second, the American and foreign (Allies) 
companies doing business in this country are 
amply able to give all needed protection where 
the risks seeking insurance are reasonably safe; 
and if property-owners seeking insurance are 
not willing to make their risks reasonably safe 
they should be made to, for property destroyed 
by fire is wealth wiped out of existence—and 
every dollar of American wealth wiped out of 
existence is aid to the Hun. 

Third, even if these proposed companies were 
started, (a) the protection they could offer 
would be less than the proverbial drop in the 
bucket; (b) should it be the policy of the United 
States, is it right to build up or maintain a 
plant for our enemies, unless that plant is es- 
sential to our own interests? (c) it is my un- 
qualified opinion that these proposed companies 
could not be operated other than at a loss, and 
(d) that it may’well be that the State, or the 
United States, responsible for the formation of 
the so-called American, but really enemy 
American, companies would, in the end, be re- 
sponsible to the real enemy owners for the loss 
incurred. 

Fourth, if there is any real need for insur- 
ance capital it can be had here in the United 
States, but, in my opinion, there is no such 
need; only better care of property values from 
the standpoint of fire hazards and less hamper- 
ing of American companies by lawmakers. 

Fifth, those Americans who have been operat- 
ing the German companies can easily find posi- 
tions with other existing companies, for there 
is a great shortage of ‘‘talent’’ as well as 
clerical help. So that feature of the question 
can be ignored, except to realize that the forma- 
tion of these unneeded, mongrel concerns will 
call for man power that can be used to better 
advantage in other directions. 


Brooklyn Insurance Brokers Association 

The regular meeting of the Brooklyn Insur- 
ance Brokers Association will be held Thursday, 
May 9, at the Imperial Hotel, Red Hook Lane 
and Fulton street, Brooklyn, N. Y., at 8:30 P. M. 

Charles A. Timewell, general manager in New 
York of the Standard Accident of Detroit, will 
speak on ‘‘Casualty Insurance and How to 
Handle It.’’ 


Walters Bill to Become Law 
ALBANY, May 7.—Governor Whitman an- 
nounces that he will sign next Monday Senator 
Walters’ bill amending the compensation law 
generally, and that it will take effect on the be- 
ginning of that day. 





Underwriters Uniformity Association 
The Underwriters Uniformity Association, in 
annual session at Chicago, elected H. V. Thayer 
president; J. S. Speed, vice-president, and W. 
S. Boyd of Chicago, secretary and treasurer. 
Interesting addresses were made by W. D. 

Langtry, A. R. Small and Joseph G. Hubbell. 
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HELPING THE GOVERNMENT 


Continental Group Furnishes Many Men for 
War Service 


Eighty-nine employees of the American Eagle, 
Continental and Fidelity-Phenix fire insurance 
companies are in the nation’s service, President 
Henry Evans said recently. One of the direc- 
tors is an Assistant Secretary of War, and an- 
other resigned to become a member of the Ad- 
visory Commission of the Council of National 
Defense at Washington. Other directors are 
working in the Treasury Department, in the 
metals division, in the chemical department, 
and with the Liberty Loan committee in this 
district. Still another is Federal Fuel Adminis- 
trator for New York State. 

Several of the directors have been participat- 
ing actively in the Third Liberty Loan, as have 
also about eighty of the employees, and more 
than a hundred of the employees have sub- 
scribed for the latest loan. Booths were pro- 
vided in the hall of the building, 80 Maiden 
Lane, for the sale of bonds to the public. 


Nordisk Reinsurance Company, Copenhagen 

The balance sheet of The Nordisk Reinsur- 
ance Company of Copenhagen, as of June 30, 
1917, shows assets amounting to 23,238,782 
Kroner. As of that date, the capital was 5,000,- 
000 Kroner (including stockholders’ bonds, 
3,750,000 Kroner), and after providing for a 
capital reserve fund of 909,349 Kroner, dividend 
reserve of 150,000 Kroner, shareholders’ dividend 
200,000 Kroner, and the directors’ share of 
profit 48,897 Kroner, as well as reserves for 
unsettled claims and premiums, a balance of 
71,628 Kroner was carried forward. 

After deducting retrocession premiums, the 
net premiums in the fire and other departments 
(aside from life) were about 7,700,000 Kroner. 
In the last fifteen years the company has paid 
annual dividends ranging from 4 per cent to 18 
per cent, the latter having been paid for the 
year 1915-1916, while the rate for the year 1916- 
1917 was 16 per cent. 

In January last the capital of the company 
was increased to 10,000,000 Kroner, and 500,000 
Kroner were added to the capital reserve. Of 
the capital, 25 per cent is paid up and the bal- 
ance is represented by shareholders’ bonds. 


Building Ordinance Sustained 

The city council at Sioux City, Ia., knocked 
out an ordinance permitting the erection of 
one-story, non-fireproof buildings within the 
fire limits. The council felt that it would not 
do to let down the bars despite pleas from 
land-owners, who protested that they wished 
to build on certain downtown lots and could not 
afford fireproof structure. 


Anti-Discrimination Ruling 

The Kansas Insurance Commissioner has 
ruled that interest must be charged on premium 
notes, even though they are paid on maturity. 
The practice has been, on premium notes for 
farm and hail insurance, not to charge interest 
unless the notes were not paid at maturity. 
The Department holds that this is discrimina- 
tion. 


John E. King Makes Change 


John E. King has resigned his connection with 
James J. Boland Company, Inc., of New York, 
and has opened offices at 100 William street. 
Mr. King will become general agent in New 
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York for the Atlantic City Fire, which will 
shortly make application for admission to this 
State. The Atlantic City Fire has increased 
its capital to $200,000, the new stock being paic 
in at $125 a share, thus adding $25,000 to sur- 
plus, which now amounts to $215,000. 


Shortage of Whisky Insurance 


Fire insurance companies are very much in- - 


terested in the tremendous demand for insur- 
ance on whisky in bonded warehouses in Ken- 
tucky. The price of whisky has almost 
quadrupled, making it impossible for the regu- 
larly admitted companies to cover all the values 
offered. The whisky in storage in the Hamilton 
Warehouse, in Louisville, is valued at nearly 
$10,000,000, and if the house was full, the values 
would be over $20,000,000. Few companies are 
willing to carry a line of more than $7500 in any 
one warehouse. Some New York brokers have 
been offering from five to eight times the regu- 
lar rate for insurance with a guarantee that 
there will be no short-rate cancellation under 
three months. These high rates are available 
only to unadmitted companies in Kentucky, as 
the regularly licensed companies cannot charge 
more than the rates filed with the State Insur- 
ance Board. 


Kansas Risks to be Inspected 

One-fourth of the entire State of Kansas is 
to be entirely cleared of dangerous fire hazards 
during the next two months. L. T. Hussey, 
State Fire Marshal, has put eight special in- 
spectors to work to cover twenty-six counties 
in the southeastern quarter of Kansas. They 
will visit every public building, every ware- 
house, every business house, every factory 
building; in fact, every building of any kind, 
except dwellings and country school houses. 
Being deputy State fire marshals, the men have 
authority to make clean-up orders and see that 
the orders are obeyed. Mills and elevators will 
be given a reinspection. 


Brick Schools Insured 


All brick public schools in South Carolina 
must be insured in the State Insurance Fund, 
under the terms of a law passed by the State 
Legislature at the last session. Much of the 
business thus assumed by the Fund will be re- 
insured by several South Carolina companies 
at a commission of about 30 per cent. Frame 
schools are excluded from the Fund, but may 
be insured with private companies doing busi- 
ness in the State. 


Insurance on Concrete Boats 

Marine insurance underwriters have a hard 
problem in figuring their risks on the new con- 
crete freighter ‘‘Faith,’’ which is soon to make 
its trial trip. They have written insurance on 
it at a ten per cent rate, the same as is made 
on wooden auxiliary schooners. A large num- 
ber of marine insurance men will make the 
trial trip, as a considerable volume of insurance 
will be offered on similar vessels if this experi- 
ment proves satisfactory. 


International Lloyds, Indianapolis 
L. S. MacEnaney, managing underwriter of 
the Columbian of Indiana, and John W. Mc- 
Ginety, secretary of the American Mutual of In- 
dianapolis, are the attorneys for the Interna- 
tional Lloyds, which has been organized at In- 
dianapolis, with sixty subscribers. 
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CELEBRATING THE FOURTH 
Money Should Be Used for War Purposes 


Instead of for Fireworks 


The Insurance Commissioner of the State of 
Washington, H. QO. Fishback, has urged the 
municipal authorities of Olympia, Wash., to 
dispense with the regular Fourth of July fire- 
works celebration this year and use the money 
for the purchase of War Savings Stamps, Thrift 
Stamps or Liberty Bonds, and for the support 
of the Red Cross or other worthy war organi- 
zations. In former years Fourth of July cele- 
brations have naturally resulted in the wasting 
of large sums of money, which cannot afford to 
be thrown away at the present time. The sug- 
gestion made by Mr. Fishback is well worth 
the consideration of the officials of every 
municipality which sanctions the use of fire- 
works. 

“Let us this year celebrate in a way that will 
give all a satisfaction of having helped win 
our cause,’’ wrote Mr. Fishback. ‘‘Teach les- 
sons of thrift to the children, so they will feel 
a pride in the purchase of Thrift Stamps with 
their Fourth of July money, and while perhaps 
they will miss the noise of an explosion at 
home, they may realize that each such purchase 
will help make a greater noise with many ex- 
plosions at the battle front, and that each ex- 
plosion is doing something for our country in 
carrying a bullet or shell into the enemy.” 


Rates in Atlantic City 

The mercantile appraiser of Atlantic City, 
N. J., having recently criticised the fire insur- 
ance companies, Albert C. Stephany, who con- 
ducts the oldest agency in Atlantic Cit;, has 
made a vigorous reply to the criticism. Mr. 
Stephany referred to unsatisfactory fire protec- 
tion conditions, and to the credits given for 
improvements therein in the last five years, 
and to the fair rate-making system which is 
followed in New Jersey. He also sets forth 
certain fundamental principles of the fire in- 
surance business which appear to have been 
overlooked by the officials mentioned. In con- 
clusion, he offers to pay $100 to some charit- 
able institution if the mercantile appraiser 
will produce, within three months, a more 
equitable, fair and practical system of rating 
than that now in vogue in New Jersey. 





Fire Insurance Stock Quotations 
Stocks of fire insurance companies were 
quoted at Philadelphia as of May 2 by Bioren & 
Co., bankers, as follows: 


Par Last Sale Date 
| ee eae ear a $10 $19 1/18/18 
American Fire ........ 100 91% 2/ 4/14 
County Pe 6 cccccens 100 125 3/ 5/18 
Deleware: cccececce-t--- 40 24 3/10/15 
Fire Assn. of Phila..... 50 300 3/20/18 
Franklin Fire ........-. 25 60 4/ 5/16 
Girard Fire .ccc cesses 100 236 12/ 8/15 
Ins, Co. of North Am.. 10 25% 3/26/18 
Ins. Co. of State of Pa. 100 100 — 10/ 3/17 
Lumbermans .....-.<<:- 25 102% 5/ 2/17 
Mechanics 2.666 <scacne 25 60 12/15/15 
Peoples National Fire.. 25 16% 3/10/18 
WenmOe e <ccercacics ves 50 56 4/11/17 
United Firemens ...... 10 13% 11/21/17 


Dean Schedule May Be Adopted 

It is generally expected that the analytic sys- 
tem of rating, commonly known as the Dean 
schedule, will be adopted soon for use in the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association terri- 
tory. It is now in use throughout the Western 
Union territory and has been adopted for the 
New England field. Elaborate tests have been 
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made by the officials of the South-Eastern 
Underwriters Association, and their report 
favors its adoption. 

In preparation for its expected adoption in 
the East and South, some changes are to be 
made in the schedule. 


Huge War Aid of the Royal 


The Royal of Liverpool and its allied com- 
panies has thus far subscribed for $23,391,000 of 
American and British war bonds, and have con- 
tributed 1394 men to the American and British 
armies and navies, of whom 161 have been killed 
in action or died of wounds. 


Teutonia of Dayton to Change Name 

Arrangements are now being made to alter 
the name of the Teutonia Fire of Dayton, Ohio, 
to the Reliable Fire Insurance Company. Need- 
less to say, the officers of this well-known 
company are all Americans. 


Fire Notes 

—Fire Prevention Week in Pennsylvania began 
May 6. 

—The Girard Fire and Marine of Philadelphia is 
entering Arkansas. 

—Fire insurance policies printed in German are 
prohibited in Wisconsin. 

—The Potomac Fire of Washington, D. C., has 
been licensed in Wisconsin. 

—The Fire Insurance Club of Chicago will hold its 
annual May party on May 14. 

—The International Association of Fire Engineers 
will meet in Chicago on June 4. 

—A, M. Clawson, sprinkler inspector for the Wis- 
consin Inspection Bureau, died recently. 

—Capt. Thomas Taylor, long with the Board of Fire 
Underwriters of the Pacific, died recently. 

—Howard Hunter of Hunter & Hellman, insurance 
agents at Louisville, Ky., died a few days ago. 

—Fred C, Cusheon, connected with the Pacific de- 
partment of the Norwich Union, died a short time ago. 

—The Germania Mutual Fire of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
has changed its name to the Hamilton County Mutual 
Fire. 

—Hartwell Cabell becomes special counsel for the 
insurance division of the Alien Property Custodian’s 
office. 

—E. C. Cooley, special agent for the Atlas Assur- 
ance Company of Ohio, has resigned to go into other 
business. 

—B. L. Fouts, a local agent at Lewiston, is now 
special agent for the farm department of the Home 
in Illinois. 

—W. P. Ray, Indiana State agent of the Northern 
of New York, is to be transferred to the home office 
this summer. 

—H. M. Wardle, special agent for the Citizens of 
St. Louis in Michigan, died suddenly last week from 
heart disease. 

—Vernon C. Bogy succeeds O. R. Rule, resigned, 
as secretary of the Los Angeles (Cal.) Board of Fire 
Underwriters. 

—C, L. McIntire has been elected secretary of the 
Retail Druggists Mutual Fire of Cincinnati, to succeed 
the late John Weyer. 

—E. A. Henne, special agent for the Continental in 
Western Missouri, has been called to the Western de- 
partment in Chicago. 

—Hazen Caldwell, special agent in Indiana for the 
United States Fire of New York, died lately at his 
home in Gosport, Ind. 

—David J. Barry of Cleveland, Ohio, died recently, 
following a long illness. He was a member of the 
Barry Brothers Company. 

—tThe secretaries of the Mill Mutual insurance com- 
panies will meet May 14 at the Hotel LaSalle, in 
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Chicago, and the governing board of the Federation 
of Mutual Fire Insurance Companies on May 15. 

—Lewis A. Hardman of Buford, Ga., becomes 
special agent in South Carolina for the South-Eastern 
Underwriters Association, 

—John E. Beahler, manager of the insurance de- 
partment of the Citizens Trust Company of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., died recently. 

—tThe Fire Prevention Congress, which was to have 
been held in Columbus, May 28 to 31, has been post- 
poned until June 11 to 14. 

—Joseph C. Heimerdinger of San Francisco, an in- 
dependent adjuster, died recently. He was formerly 
in business in New York city. 

—E. T. Gentry of Atlanta has .been elected presi- 
dent of the Southern Adjustment Bureau, the other 
officers having been re-elected. 

—Wm. K. Wisner becomes special agent for the 
Northern of London in Iowa and Nebraska, with 
headquarters at Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

—The Home Fire and Marine of San Francisco has 
been licensed in Texas, as has also the Rocky Moun- 
tain Fire of Great Falls, Montana. 

—E. W. 
Queen of New York in the Dakotas, has resigned to 
become a local agent at Aberdeen. 

—The capital of the Austin Fire of Dallas has been 
increased from $250,000 to $400,000 in order that the 
company may take up marine insurance. 

—T. A. Fleming, State Fire Marshal of Ohio, has 
issued a “Cheer Up Number” of his official bulletin, 
which is both interesting and instructive. 

—wWilliam Hunger will become Minnesota special 
agent for the Pennsylvania Fire of Philadelphia. He 
has been an examiner in the Chicago office. 

—Henry W. Farnum, of the Philadelphia Tire, of 
Platt & Farnum, died a few days ago. The general 
service was held on Tuesday at Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

—Harry Dubrow, a marine insurance man at San 
Francisco, has been appointed assistant general agent 
of the A®tna, in charge of its marine department. 

—Vincent Prendergast has been appointed Illinois 
State agent for the Firemans Fund of San Francisco, 


resigning his special agency for the Queen of New . 


York. 

—The Atlantic Mutual Fire of Philadelphia and the 
Fitchburg Mutual Fire of Fitchburg, Mass., have 
entered Illinois, with J. S. Kemper of Chicago as 
general agent. 

—The Western Reciprocal Underwriters, Kansas 
City, Mo., have been licensed to do business in Ohio. 
The Campbell-Harvey Underwriting Company is 
attorney-in-fact. 

—An interesting leaflet entitled ‘“Chlorates,” written 
by F. M. Griswold, general inspector of the Home of 
New York, is being sent out by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters. 

—The Fidelity-Phenix Fire of New York has issued 
its April booklet on business conditions. The Con- 
tinental has issued an interesting perspective map of 
the war front in France. 

—A. A. Meyer, formerly with the American Central, 
has been appointed special agent for the Globe Fire 
of Pittsburgh in Wisconsin, Northern Michigan and 
Illinois outside of Cook county. 

—The increase of six cents in the insurance rate on 
dwellings has been promulgated by the Iowa Rating 
Bureau in cities of classes 1 to 3%, inclusive, because 
of the high loss ratio on the class, 

—A. A. Meyer, formerly with the American Cen- 
tral, has been appointed special agent for the Globe 
Fire of Pittsburgh, for Wisconsin, Northern Michi- 
gan and Illinois outside of Chicago. 

—Logan B. Chandler, heretofore special agent for 
the Liverpool and London and Globe of Liverpool, has 
been appointed deputy assistant manager of the Pacific 
Coast department at San Francisco. 

—The Sioux City Tribune recently reproduced a 
photograph showing Edd G. Doerfler as secretary of 
the Globe National Fire Insurance Company signing 
an application for $100,000 of Liberty Bonds. 


—The terminal elevators having secured an increase 


Pepper, heretofore special agent for the ~ 
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in their insurance protection by threatening to ask the 
Government to insure them, the packing house in- 
terests are now undertaking a similar campaign. 
—-The Austin Fire of Dallas has obtained the ap- 
proval of the Attorney-General’s Department to an 
amendment to its charter, authorizing it to do a 
marine, explosion and automobile insurance business. 


—J. G. Maconachy has been appointed superin- 
tendent for the Middle and Southern department of 
the Firemens of Newark, the Mechanics and _ the 
Girard Fire and Marine, with headquarters at 
Newark. 

—The risks of the Great Northern Fire of St. Paul 
have been reinsured in the United States Fire of 
New York. A_ reinsurance contract automatically 
applies to all business written hereafter by the Great 
Northern, 

—The annual meeting of the South-Eastern Under- 
writers Association will be held at the Traymore Hotel, 
Atlantic City, N. J., on May 21 and 22. As usual, the 
topics for discussion will be presented in the presi- 
dent’s address. 

—The Underwriters Fire Insurance Company of 
Concord, N. H., has been admitted to do business in 
Massachusetts. The capital stock of the company is 
$200,000, and the annual report for 1917 showed a 
surplus of $134,000. 

—A. M. Schoen, chief engineer of the South-Eastern 
Underwriters Association, will spcak before the annual 
meeting of the Interstate Cotton Seed Crushers Asso- 
ciation, at New Orleans on May 13, on “Conservation 
of Industrial Resources.” 

—Hail premiums are coming in rapidly from the 
Southwest, where large crops of wheat are in 
prospect. The demand from Southern Illinois has 
been greatly increased by a severe hail storm in the 
neighborhood of Belleville. 

—Fire insurance rates at Atlantic City, N. J., have 
been reduced from April 15 to the extent of 10.9 per 
cent from the rates resulting after the addition of the 
10 per cent surcharge lately applied to risks through- 
out the State of New Jersey. 

—R. H. Baldwin, a local agent at Omaha, has been 
appointed special agent for the St. Paul Fire and 
Marine in Nebraska. G. S. Eastman has _ resigned 
from the St. Paul in Western Nebraska to enter the 
banking business at Arnold. 

—W. J. M. Rennie, F.F.A., will succeed to the late 
P. J. Urquhart as fire superintendent of the North 
British and Mercantile. Mr. Urquhart, who died on 
March 13, had been with the North British and Mer- 
cantile for thirty-five years. 

—State Fire Marshal Fleming has issued a special 
warning against the fire hazard of incubators. i 
day three fires occurred from such cause. Owners are 
directed to keep the incubators out of cellars and 
away from inflammable material. 


In one 


—At a meeting of the officers and executive com- 
mittee of the Insurance Society of New York, held 
on May 1, Edmund Dwight, Robert P. Barbour and 
Heber B. Churchill were delegated to consider the 
question of admitting women to the society. 

— Elliot G, 
for the Home of New York for Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, to accept an appointment as State agent 
for the London Assurance of. London for Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. He will be 
located in Boston after May 1. 


3eardsley has resigned as State agent 


—No action can be taken in Kentucky on the ten 
per cent surcharge on fire insurance rates for war 
taxes and expenses until after June 13. A law passed 
two years ago provided that there should be no 1n- 
crease on rates on property in that State until afte: 
that date, except for an increase in hazard on specific 
risks, 

—The insurance agency of I’. II]. Ross, which has 
been located at 100 William street, has moved to 58 
John street. The firm is very well known along the 
street, and its constantly growing clientele has neces- 
sitated the change to larger quarters. IF. H. Ross is 
local agent for the Buffalo of Buffalo, the Columbian 
National of Detroit, the Marquette National of 
Chicago, the Standard of Trenton, the Detroit National 
of Detroit, and the Globe of Pittsburg. 
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INSURANCE LEAGUE” 


Ovinins of Company Officials on the Bill 
Presented to Congress 


Last week THE SPECTATOR gave a detailed 
account of the bill presented to Congress pro- 
viding for the creation of a ‘“‘Liberty Insurance 
League” to write all classes of insurance. If 
a company with over $300,000,000 of assets can 
be found to act as the foundation of the pro- 
posed league, then various departments will 
be created to write the separate lines. A rural 
credit society is also to be created to provide 
for loans to farmers, making a combination of 
banking and insurance. After the life insur- 
ance branch has become fully established a 
further provision is made to establish a fund 
for old age pensions on those who have taken 
life insurance or annuities. There are so many 
novel and untried theories advanced in the bill 
that most representatives will, it is believed, 
oppose it by the application of just common 
sense. 

In response to a request from THE SPECTA- 
TOR for a statement concerning this bill, a 
number of company executives have replied as 
follows: 


Referring to the bill which has just been in- 
troduced in Congress providing for the creation 
of a “Liberty Insurance League” and an “In- 
terlocking Rural Credit Society,’ I have read 
the synopsis of the bill and your comment 
thereon, and certainly agree with you that it 
is one of the queerest conglomerations which 
could possibly be thought of. 

It does not seem to me that Congress or the 
Government at Washington is so far committed 
to socialism as to entertain a proposition of 
this kind for a moment. If carried out it would 
be very far-reaching in its effect upon the finan- 
cial status of the United States Government, 
and if such plans were continued we would soon 
land alongside of Russia. 

It may become necessary for the various 
branches of business which would be destroyed 
at a single stroke to attempt to protect them- 
selves; but I hardly think so, as the scheme is 
entirely too visionary to attract the serious 
attention of any man of sound, common sense.— 
P. L. Hoadley, President American Ins. Co., 
Newark, N. J. 

We are indebted to your courtesy in sending, 
with your valued advices of May 1, proof of 
what you happily define as ‘“‘A Noteworthy In- 
surance Bill.” It is certainly a most ex- 
traordinary chapter in proposed legislation, one 
that it seems to us can never succeed when its 
merits are made known, as they will be, and, we 
presume, one that will not be taken up during 
the session of the present Congress, with the 
many mighty matters that press for attention. 
We have sent to one of our representatives for 
an authentic copy of the bill, and when the 
proper time arrives we may deem it advisable 
to enter upon a discussion of its various 
features.—John M. Taylor, President Connecti- 
cut Mutual Life Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. 


The writer does not care to prepare an inter- 
view touching the insurance bill mentioned in 
your issue of May 2, but would think that a 
single reading of it on the part of anybody 
would be sufficient to ensure its rejection by 
Congress. No such absurd proposition, so far 
as the writer knows, has ever been introduced 
into any legislature—Federal or State—regard- 
ing the general subject matter treated.—R. M. 
Bissell, President Hartford Fire Ins. Co., Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

I have not had time to read your copy of the 
Federal insurance bill, although a brief state- 
ment was presented to the officers’ meeting yes- 
terday by our Mr. Garrigues. It is our inten- 
tion to go into it very carefully, and we shall be 
glad to convey to you our opinion of such an 
enterprise, but it looks like a very serious 
“~dertaking by the Government.—G. W. John- 
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son, President Penn Mutual Life Ins. Co., Phila- 
delphia. 

I have not seen the bill itself, but, from your 
synopsis of the bill, it does not seem to me at 
all likely that any such bill would be given 
serious consideration by our Congress. If it 
should become necessary for the Government to 
control the different departments of insurance 
in any way comparable to that proposed by this 
bill, my judgment is that the Government would 
do it more directly and not in a way which 
would excite the criticism which any bill of the 
sort proposed would be sure to do. As it seems 
to me, the bill proposed places an enormous 
power and responsibility in the hands of a few 
men without giving to the Government itself 
control or, so far as I can see, any advantage. 

I think it would be well for insurance men to 
watch the progress of the bill, and if the matter 
is taken up at all seriously at Washington, to 
consider what should be done to oppose it.—Asa 
S. Wing, President The Provident Life and 
Trust Company of Philadelphia. 

Hey, Rube! from THE SPECTATOR sounds 
good. The ‘‘Liberty’’ Insurance League is per- 
haps a savior. 

The dragging of ‘‘Liberty,’’ for which our boys 
are dying, through the mire of stock jobbing, 
lobbying, subsidy begging and job hunting is 
certainly to be deplored. However, things 
might be worse. For instance, the American 
Association for Labor Legislation, boosters of 
made-in-Germany laws for the throttling of or- 
ganizéd labor, might have pre-empted the word 
“liberty.” 

“Compulsory ‘Liberty’ Health Insurance’”’ 
would possibly have carried more weight with 
our statesmen than does the Teutonically un- 
compromising title Compulsory Health Insur- 
ance used by the association for the numerous 
bills introduced. 

Be grateful for the protection of State 
statutes which confine such enterprises as the 
proposed labor insurance trust to the District 
of Columbia. 

Credit yvour senators 9nd represertatives at 
Washington with at least a modicum of sense; 
remember that ‘‘ten million of subsidy” is 
needed for the boys in France and that the 
policyholders of the only companies sufficiently 
large to attract the trust in its search for a 
foundation are mutuals, and would not stand 
for stock control and stock dividends. 

But your rallying cry is all right, agitate— 
investigate. You will probably find that the bill 
is the effervescence of a brain superheated 
possibly through the eating of mince pie during 
the closed season in a warm state.—A. E. For- 
rest, Vice-President North American Accident, 
Chicago, President the Health and Accident 
Underwriters Conference. 

In my opinion, the Federal insurance bill in- 
troduced in the House of Representatives by 
Congressman Saunders of Virginia is, in its 
provisions, extremely visionary and impracti- 
cable. I can hardly conceive of any serious 
consideration being given to its passage.—Wal- 
ter Le Mar Talbot, President Fidelity Mutual 
Life Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 

We are sure that the United States Govern- 
ment, at least during the continuance of the 
war, will not attempt what no other govern- 
ment, with the possible exception of that of 
Italy, has been able to carry to a successful 
conclusion (?).—H. Cillis, President Guardian 
Life Ins. Co., New York. 


War Dinner of the Travelers Club 


Major Howard A. Giddings, who has just re- 
turned from France, was the principal speaker 
at the fourth annual dinner of the Travelers 
Club, held in Hartford on Saturday, April 20. 
Major L. V. Preston, ‘‘the grand old man” of 
the Travelers, was there, having entirely re- 
covered from his recent illness. When he and 
President Louis F. Butler put on their paper 
red-white-and-blue caps they swapped glances 
of approval and everybody applauded riotously. 
James H. Coburn, newly elected president of 
the club, was toastmaster. 

Major Giddings said that everybody in this 
country asked him two questions: ‘‘What do 
they think of President Wilson in France?’ 
and ‘‘How many troops have we got in France?”’ 
“In England and France,”’ he said, ‘‘they uni- 
versally think that President Wilson is the 
greatest man in the world. As to troops, I am 
not allowed to tell you, because that is what 
Germany wants to find out; but I can tell you 
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that there are not as many as there will be 
pretty quick.”’ 

The Major’s trip to Europe:was as a mem- 
ber of the Federal Reserve Liberty Loan Mis- 
sion. He described London and Paris in war 
time and the experience he had during a num- 
ber of air raids on those cities. He then took 
his audience into the trenches and described 
the terrain of a former battle strewn with 
cartridges, helmets, rifles, broken trench tools, 
and a hundred-and-one possessions of all three 
armies, together in a wonderful jumble, on 
ground so crowded with shell-craters that one 
had to watch his step every minute in order not 
to fall in. 

The mission visited Bonar Law, Lord North- 
cliffe, Marshal Joffre, the President of France, 
and other distinguished people. It was the 
Major’s intention to see the American troops 
and deliver messages and packages to Major 
James L. Howard (secretary of the Travelers) 
and other Hartford men in the 101ist Machine 
Gun Battalion, which has a large per cent of 
insurance men in its ranks and was the crack 
military organization in Hartford before the 
war. He was prevented from doing this, how- 
ever, by the fact that the German drive had 
been under way for about four days when he 
applied to the American commander for a pass. 
The commander stated that the Americans were 
in a rather inaccessible place and he could not 
grant the desired permission. The commander 
consented, however, to send the packages for- 
ward by a courier. 


Death of George Wegenast 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of Can- 
ada is mourning the death of George Wegenast, 
who died at Waterloo, Ont., the home city of 
the company, on May 1. Mr. Wegenast had been 
managing director of the Mutual Life for some 
twenty years, having been appointed in 1898 to 
sueceed the late Mr. Hendry. He was 
thoroughly versed in actuarial science and was 
also a thoroughly .practical underwriter, pos- 
sessed of keen judgment and knowledge of men. 
Under his direction the company has _ pros- 
pered exceedingly and his death causes a notice- 
able gap in the company’s ranks. He was a 
member of long standing in the Actuarial 
Society of America. 


Equitable Agents Meet in Boston 

A large number of agents from the Equitable 
from New England, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Eastern Canada met at the Ven- 
dome recently to greet Vice-President John B. 
Lunger and Superintendent of Agencies W. E. 
Taylor. Charles E. Townsend presided, and 
among the other speakers were J. D. E. Jones, 
F. W. Fuller, W. E. Hewitt, Mrs. Florence 
Shaal, C. C. Clarke, George Woodbridge, H. W. 
Lancey, F. G. Lucey, R. O. Walter, F. H. Hazle- 
ton, Fremont Allen, Major Murray, G. H. Currie 
and G. H. Nichol. 


New Actuary for Columbian National 

Everett G. Brown, an associate member of 
the Actuarial Society of America and for seven 
years connected with the Metropolitan Life of 
New York, has been appointed actuary of the 
Columbian National Life of Boston. He suc- 
ceeds Walter I. King, who has resigned to go 
to the Connecticut General in charge of its 
group insurance department. 





Cleveland Life Underwriters Elect 

At the annual meeting of the Cleveland Life 
Underwriters Association, Cleveland, Ohio, last 
Monday, the following officers were chosen for 
the ensuing year: President, C. R. Walker; 
first vice-president, C. C. Dibble; second vice- 
president, H. F. McNutt; secretary and treas- 
urer, W. H. Brown. 
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AMERICAN HOME LIFE 


Home Mutual Life of Topeka Merged 
With American Life of McPherson, Kan. 








HEADQUARTERS AT TOPEKA 





Home Mutual Had Five Million Dollars of Busi- 
ness on its Books Prior to the Reorganization 


The Home Mutual Life of Topeka has been 
merged with the American Life of McPherson, 
Kan., under the name of the American Home 
Life Insurance Company, with headquarters at 
Topeka. The Home Mutual is one of the oidest 
mutual life companies of Kansas, having been 
organized ten years ago, and it has transacted 
a good business for many years. I. S. Lewis, 
former Insurance Commissioner, was secretary 
of the Company, J. N. Dolley, former bank com- 
missioner, was president. 

The American Life is a new company. It was 
organized only last year and recently completed 
its organization and stock-selling campaign and 
had been granted authority to begin business. 
The Home Mutual had approximately five mil- 
lion dollars of business on its books and the 
new company took all of this business over. 
A complete reorganization of the company has 
been made. The officers of the American Home 
under the reorganization are: 

President, J. P. Slaughter; first vice-presi- 
dent, F. S. Jackson; second vice-president, I. S. 
Lewis; secretary, Chas. S. Sandy; treasurer, B. 
Harms; medical director, Dr. A. H. Marshall; 
agency director, F. P. Metzger. 





Zoning System a Menace to Unity 

Unless the new zoning-system law applying to 
second-class postage, which is due to go into 
effect July 1 next, shall be repealed, suspended 
or amended, there are likely to be consequences 
endangering the unity of thought and opinion 
of the nation. Many years ago the Federal 
Government was so anxious to give this people 
a coherent nationality that it heavily subsi- 
dized railroads in the West in order to render 
communication easy. The new law steadily and 
greatly increasing the postage rate on news- 
papers, magazines, trade journals, etc., is well 
calculated to undo a part of the work for which 
the United States in past years made vast land 
grants and advances of money. 

The bulk of the circulation of daily news- 
papers being naturally within a short radius of 
the location of such papers, they are not 
affected to the same extent as are magazines 
and trade journals, whose literary, educational 
and technical articles and news from all sec- 
tions of the country possess an interest not 
limited to a particular locality. Such maga- 
zines and journals are broadly circulated 
throughout the country without regard to the 
location of the publication office, and if, be- 
cause of the new zone law, the subscription 
prices are raised a great many people in sec- 
tions distant from the point of publication will 
be deprived of reading matter which they deem 
valuable, if not essential. 

It is claimed, though not as yet proved to the 
satisfaction of all, that second-class matter is 
carried in the mails at a loss. Probably the 
calculation covers matter which is carried 
without any remuneration, such as speeches of 
Congressmen carried under the franking privi- 
lege, and other Government matter. 

If it was worth hundreds of millions of. dol- 
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lars to this Government to improve the means 
of communication between widely separated 
parts of our country by assisting railroads, 
building the Panama Canal, etc., it ought to be 
worth while to assist citizens to keep intel- 
lectually and commercially in touch with each 
other in different sections of the country by 
means of the inexpensive circulation of reading 
matter, thus producing a degree of solidarity in 
the nation which cannot otherwise be brought 
about. 

The curtailment of the circulation of maga- 
zinees, trade newspapers and reviews is almost 
certain to adversely affect the intelligence and 
unity of the people—a result which will be of 
far greater injury to the country than any ad- 
vantages, for instance, obtained by the present 
expensive system of rural delivery. 


The “Liberty Insurance League’”’ 
[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 7.—There is con- 
siderable speculation in Washington regarding 
the proposed Liberty Insurance League pro- 
vided for in the bill introduced into Congress 
last week by Representative Saunders. While 
the bill provides for a system of insurance along 
the lines talked in Government circles, a num- 
ber of its features would give the impression 
that it is not a Government proposition, but one 
strictly co-operative and along the lines of va- 
rious large co-operative organizations which 
have recently been planned. This belief is 
strengthened by the fact that, coupled with the 
Insurance League, a charter for a Rural Credit 
Society is provided in the bill. This society 
would be aleng the lines of the farmers’ 
granges, but with a much wider scope, and, of 
course, a great deal of power, because of its 
nation-wide membership. 

Representative Saunders is not in Washington 
this week, and therefore it has been impossible 
to secure from him any information regarding 
the measure or what is back of it. The current 
opinion, though, is that it is a co-operative 
scheme fathered by some person or group in- 
terested in improving farming conditions, and 
who see in the present war period an excellent 
opportunity for securing the acceptance of their 
ideas under the plea that such an organization 
would tend to increase the production of exist- 
ing farms and the working of many now lying 
idle. 
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A close study of the bill tends further to con- 
firm the co-operative idea. For instance, the 
Government appears nowhere in the measure 
except that a final supervision is retained for 
the Secretary of Commerce and reports must be 
rendered to him, and the ten million dollars 
guaranty fund will be furnished the Rural 
Credit Society by the Treasury Department. 

On the other hand, the various sections of the 
Insurance League are to all have a capital 
stock, which must be fully paid up before opera- 
tions can begin. No mention is made of the 
Government acquiring this stock, and therefore 
it would appear that it was to be sold at par to 
members of the Rural Credit Society and the 
public at large. At the end of ten years the 
league is to be mutualized—and here, too, it 
would appear that the Government played no 
part in acquiring control. 

There seems to be little disposition on the 
part of members of Congress to pay serious 
attention to the bill, which is now in the hands 
of the committee on banking and currency; and 
if it is learned definitely to be a privately spon- 
sored measure there is little chance of its be- 
ing taken up at this session. 


Bill Concerning Claim Agents 
[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 


WASHINGTON, May 7.—The Senate Commit- 
tee on Finance has favorably reported the bill 
to restrict the payments which may be de- 
manded by claim agents, lawyers and others 
on the presentation of claims for insurance, 
allotments, etc., under the War Risk Insurance 
Law. 


Life Notes 

—The Pioneer Life of Kansas City is entering 
Arkansas, 

—Sergeant Arthur Guy Empey, the celebrated 
lecturer and author of “Over the Top,” has sent a 
telegram to the Fidelity Mutual of Philadelphia con- 
gratulating the company upon its subscription of a 
half million dollars to the third Liberty Loan. Every 
bond bought, he states, helps to “bust up the firm of 
me und Gott.” 

—Seaton and Fitzgerald, district agents at Canton, 
Ill., for the Equitable Life of New York, have a mag- 
nificent record to their credit. During the past five 
years they have submitted thousands of applications, 
while only one death loss for $1000 has been incurred. 
Both gentlemen are consistent members of the leaders’ 
clubs of the Equitable. 


Thursday 


LIBERTY LOAN 





Insurance Companies’ Subscriptions 
Reach Great Proportions 





EXCEEDED $75,000,000 IN DISTRICT 





Underwriting Concerns of All Classes Do Their 
Share in Making Loan a Success 


The insurance committee of the Rainbow 
Division of the Liberty Loan committee of the 
Second Federal Reserve District stood at the 
head of Class A on Saturday afternoon, with 
$75,800,000 of subscriptions to its credit, against 
$50,000,000 for the Second Liberty Loan. This is 
certainly a record to be proud of, and demon- 
strates the spirit of patriotism pervading in- 
surance circles. 

Following are the names of the two insurance 
committees appointed by Benjamin Strong, 
governor of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, who have served as a special committee 
for insurance on the Liberty Loan Committee, 
appointed to receive the subscriptions of the 
insurance companies for Third Liberty Bonds: 


LIFE INSURANCE DIVISION 

Darwin P. Kingsley, chairman, New York Life 
Insurance Company; Hubert Cillis, Guardian 
Life Insurance Company; William A. Day, 
Equitable Life Assurance Society; Forrest F. 
Dryden, Prudential Insurance Company of 
America; Haley Fiske, Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company; George E. Ide, Home Life In- 
surance Company; Thos. E. Lovejoy, Manhattan 
Life Insurance Company; Wm. R. Malone, Pos- 
tal Life Insurance Company; John P. Munn, 
M. D., United States Life Insurance Company; 
Chas. A. Peabody, Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany; Arthur L. J. Smith, The Spectator Com- 
pany; Franklin Webster, Insurance Press. 


ALLIED INSURANCE DIVISION 


Elbridge G. Snow, chairman, Home Insurance 
Company; W. H. LeBoyteaux, Johnson & Hig- 
gins; Hendon Chubb, Chubb & Sons; Lewis F. 
Burke, Geo. H. Smith & Hicks; Douglas F. Cox, 
Appleton & Cox; Cornelius Eldert, Atlantic 
Mutual Insurance Company; Henry Evans, Con- 
tinental Insurance Company; R. J. Hillas, 
Fidelity and Casualty Company; Wm. B. Joyce, 
National Surety Company; F. W. Lafrentz, 
American Surety Company; Hugh R. Loudon, 
Liverpool and London and. Globe Insurance 
Company, Ltd.; E. G. Richards, North British 
and Mercantile Insurance Company; Major A. 
White, City of New York Insurance Company; 
Wm. G. Wilcox, Wilcox, Peck & Hughes; Wm. 
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A Continuous Story. 


Chapter 12. 
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A good agent doesn’t waste time fishing in wrong waters. 


GENERAL AGENTS: If you are interested in our Business Building Methods, WRITE US. 
We have the policies that sell and territory open. 


RESERVE LOAN LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
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H. Eddy, secretary, 27 Wall street, New York, 
phone, 5100 Hanover. 

The subscriptions made in the Second Federal 
Reserve District are tabulated below: 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Second Fed’! 
Total Reserve Dist. 
Equitable Life Assur. Soc.. $15,000,000 8,222,000 
Fidelity Mutual Life, Phila. — ...... 50,000 


Guar. Life Ins. Co. of Am.. 500,000 150,000 
Home Life of New York... _....... 900,000 
Manhattan Life, New York. 100,000 50,000 
Metropolitan Life of N. Y. 15,500,000 15,000,000 
Mutual Life of New York.. 15,000,000 11,870,000 
Mut. Benefit Life, Newark. 9,000,000 1,200,000 
New York Life Ins, Co.... 20,000,000 16,500,000 
New England Mutual Life.  ...... 50,000 
Prudential Life of Newark. 10,000,000 5,000,000 
Postal Life of New York.. _......... 100,000 
United States Life Ins. Co. kus. 100,000 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
American Exchange Underwriters, N. Y. 50,000 
American Eagle Fire, New York......... 100,000 
Assurance Co. of America, New York.... 20,000 
Mtl, EORMOW. co csccscee sce corecccencse'a 100,000 
BANCO CONGO osc ce cd co eanvceseses 50,000 
Caledonian, Edinburgh «0... 00:.sccvesess 80,000 
City of New York, New York............ 25,000 
Colonial, New Worle eicncsd ccickeccece xs 25,000 
Commonwealth, INOW SOU, 3isc sen ceas 200,000 
Commercial Union, AOU Sc ck cwsce une 553,000 
Continental, New Vork ee rege We cnRe ewe ee 500,000 
Equitable Underwriters, New York....... 75,000 
Fidelity-Phenix, New York.............. 500,000 
Fire Patrol Relief ag New York...... 5,000 
Great American, New York.......cccce0 1,000,000 
Globe and Rutgers, New York........... 1,000,000 
Hamilton Fire, New York... 00 6cosecsse 50,000 
REGMOVGE, INOW VORB < 5. 00 scke veccneucae 300,000 
BEGRIe NO MOR eo xvinw cece nrsceweanes 1,500,000 
International, New York....sccccccccecs 250,000 
Individual Underwriters, New York...... 50,000 
Impetial: New YoOtles... 06 sce cccccdesses 50,000 
Wale WEOROOMR so core 5.cic 5:2 cas ects dee asec 100,000 
Liv. and Lon, and Globe, Liverpool....... *180,0UU0 
London Assurance, London .............. 50,000 
Mercantile, New York......ccssecocesss 100,000 
Merchante’ Fire, New Yorks. << ccccssscse 100,000 
Northern. New York << ic.ccc ccceses ceva 50,000 
National. Copewharet .. «+ ..<csscsceceeces 250,000 
National Eierty, New Yotk...6.<cccsess 500,000 
New York Reciprocal Underwriters, N. Y. 200,000 
New York Fire Ins. Exchange............ 50,000 
Niagara Fire, Néew Yotk.....66<.c06.0000c 150,000 
Norske Lloyd, Christiania ............... 250,000 
North British and Mercantile, London.... 300,000 
Noster, EOngOn .sciccrcnscecavencecs 160,000 
North Revet, New Voth. 5.6 osekiccccécce 200,000 
Norwegian Assurance Union, Christiania. . 250,000 
Norwich Union Insurance Society Ceuneewa 100,000 
PRCSOOUC. “HASIM 6 ciiscceccccccecessueees 100,000 
Pacific Fire, UN BONO Maro aicrowic's eter walaicels 50,000 
WER! EMUDIGE 5.65 occu sr ncceeccecee's 25,000 
PORE, COMO % o.5 so cbc eres awasined race 7100,000 
CrOih. INOUE ROE s cievr <aic cen y acne pe es 0 200,000 
Richmond, New York 2. cccccccccccscaces 40,000 
MOVAl ESVOCDOON 6c. 6 cc ciccccceweeess Sent 100,000 
Royal Exchatige, London .... ..<6<0+ssece 50,000 
Skandinavia Reinsurance, Copenhagen.. 75,000 
Swiss Reinsurance, ariel 2) feck 100,000 
Salamanders, Petiwroarad occ osc ccccnéenses 200,000 
Second Russian, Petrograd ............. 50,000 
Svea Fire and Life, Gothenburg......... 35,000 
Scandinavian-American, Christiania ....... 100,000 
Si COMGOR cote nweecseuendecveietews 50,000 
United States Fire, New York........... 300,000 
Union and Phenix Espanol, Madrid...... 100,000 
Wiaretw Hite Riel sine cc ccsiseacdecce ss 25,000 
Westchester Fire, New York............. 150,000 
WOORBBIRG VOOR 6 ced ovcsesitclnceedeeaw ess 25,000 


MARINE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Atlantic Mutual Ins. Co., New York...... $200, 000 
American Equitable Ins. Co., New York... 250,000 
American Merchant Marine Ins. Co., N. Y. 25,000 
American and Foreign Marine Ins.’ Co... 75,000 
Colnminia,, \lersey Ct6e a 606 ec oe en een oe 50,000 
WOGCEAE, TOPICS UNG 66.6 bin shes cce ease 150,000 
Importers and Exporters, New York..... 50,000 
lo deanilen Mutual, Landon «occ cccvccsce 50,000 
Liberty Marine Ins, Co., New York...... 25,000 
Marine Ins, Co. of London eRe ee a 200,000 
North Atlantic Marine Ins. Co.......... 25,000 
SiG AMON ou. 6'o Score g WER 6 seas as 100,000 
Standasa Marme Ens. Coc... sc vscceuccs 50,000 
Switzerland General, Zurich ............. 50,000 
TOO MIOte. TOR. CO... occ dicins de ee deals 50,000 
Union Ins, Society of Canton............ 50,000 
United States Lloyds, New York.......... 50,000 
Yang Tsze Ins. Association. .......0cese 50,000 


CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANIES 


American Surety Company.......5.000:0060. $500,000 
Fidelity and Casualty Company.......... 300,000 
Globe Indemnity Company .............. 250,000 
Great Eastern Casualty, New York....... 25,000 
Lioyde Plate Glass Ina: Coi....c.cseesce 10,000 
London and Lancashire Indemnity Co. 50,000 
National Surety Company ...........+.. 1,000,000 
New York Plate dank New WOSEsccce ecu 25,000 
Norweguan Globe Ins, C6. 166606 ccccce ccs 350,000 
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Ocean Accident and Guarantee Co........ 
Preferred Accident Ins. Co.............. 150,000 
Royal Indemnity Company .............. 100,000 
United States Casualty, New York....... 250,000 
United States Guarantee Co.........-.... 100,000 


500,000 


* Also $150,000 outside of this Federal Reserve 
District. 
7 Also $100,000 outside of this district. 





Automobile Insurance and Sales Agencies 

The Smith-Lawson-Coambs Company of Chi- 
cago some weeks ago addressed a letter to 
various automobile sales agencies asking them 
if they wrote insurance on the cars sold by 
them, and if they made a practice of urging 
purchasers of cars to take insurance through 
them. The company has now reported that 
fifteen agencies replied by letter, stating that 
they did not sell insurance, and twelve others 
telephoned their disclaimers, but would not 
commit themselves in writing when requested 
to do:so. One well-known sales manager said 
that if all the general agents and branch offices 
selling automobile insurance would take the 
position that they would write business only 
through authorized brokers there would be no 
occasion to criticise sales agencies, for the 
simple and obvious reason that the cause of the 
entire trouble would be removed. Accordingly, 
the Smith-Lawson-Coambs Company has sug- 
gested to brokers that they call a meeting with- 
in the next few days, appoint an executive com- 
mittee and address an open letter to all general 
agencies and branch offices in the city, asking 
for a declaration over their signature as to 
whether they will co-operate with the brokers 
in the elimination of the practice of selling in- 
surance to automobile sales agencies. This, of 
course, would smoke out the companies or gen- 
eral agents who have contracts with the sales 
agencies or people connected with them, and 
would show the brokers what offices are willing 
to protect them for automobile business. 


Identification Cards 

The number of the certificates of information 
submitted to the Treasury Department by in- 
surance companies pursuant to its notice of 
February last had been so large as to make it 
impossible to conduct within a reasonable time 
such investigation as would justify the issuance 
of certificates of identification by the Govern- 
ment. Accordingly, the arrangements referred 
to in that notice, whereby only such insurance 
inspectors as were licensed by the Treasury 
Department should be permitted access to 
plants, were never consummated. 

The matter having been transferred to the 
Fire Prevention Section of the War Industries 
Board by Treasury Department notice of April 
11, W. H. Merrill, chairman of that Section, 
suggests that each insurance company issue to 
its own representatives, over the signature of 
its own officers, such identification as it may 
deem necessary. 


Steam Boiler Companies Aiding Fuel 
Conservation 

The United States Fuel Administration is 
seeking the co-operation of the boiler insurance 
companies in securing reports of efficiency in 
the operation of the steam boiler power plants 
of the country and the elimination of needless 
waste of fuel in power plants. The inspectors 
of the steam boiler companies are in close touch 
with the men operating the power plants, and 
through the Steam Boiler and Fly-Wheel Ser- 
vice Bureau have pledged their co-operation in 
any work desired by the Government. 
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FIDELITY BOND DEPARTMENT 
FOR GOVERNMENT PROPOSED 


Summary of Drastic Measure Introduced. in 


Congress Last Week 


Senator Owen of Oklahoma has introduced 
into Congress a bill providing for the creation 
of a fidelity division in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, for the purpose of handling the bonds, 
without ‘surety, of all officers, agents and em- 
Ployees of the Government, business which is 
now handled by surety companies. 

The proposed division is to begin work almost 
immediately and is to write bonds beginning 
with July 1, the first day of the fiscal year 1919. 
Under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury this division is to have charge ‘of all 
matters pertaining to the bonding of all Gov- 
ernment officers, agents and employees, * * * 
and the custody of the bonds of all such officers, 
agents and employees.” 

Section 2 provides that on and after July 1 
“every officer, agent or employee of the Gov- 
ernment required by law, executive order or 
otherwise, to give bond, shall at his option give 
bond, either with approved personal or corpo- 
rate sureties, or without sureties, upon payment 
to the fidelity fund of the premium hereinafter 
authorized, and all such bonds, whether with or 
without sureties, shall run and be payable to 
the United States.” 

Subject to the approval of the Secretary, the 
chief of the fidelity division is to determine the 
rates of premium, and is to classify all bonded 
persons coming within the scope of the act, the 
premiums to be based upon the aggregate penal- 
ties of bonds in force in each of those classes 
during not less than five calendar years preced- 
ing the establishment of the division, and the 
aggregate amount of losses incurred on such 
bonds during that period. 

It is provided, however, that should it become 
apparent after experience that the premiums so 
fixed will not suffice to produce a fund sufficient 
to cover all probable losses and the cost of ad- 
ministering the division, the rates may be in- 
creased, and, on the other hand, should there 
accumulate in the fidelity fund a sum equal to 
the greatest amount of the losses incurred in 
any one year of the five preceding, the rates 
may be decreased accordingly. Premiums are 
to be payable in advance, with provisions for a 
pro rata refund where an employee quits the 
service before the expiration of the bond year. 

The fidelity division is intended to be self- 
supporting, and provision is made for an annual 
refund of the amount appropriated for salaries 
and expenses, the amount remaining after pay- 
ment of the refund and of losses incurred during 
the year to form a fidelity fund. 

After such reimbursement of appropriation, 
all money remaining in the fund which may be 
measured by units of $20,000, excepting one full 
unit, is to be invested, either by deposit in 
savings banks paying adequate interest thereon, 
or by the purchase of Government, Federal farm 
loan bank, State, county or municipal bonds as 
may seem most advantageous, the safety of such 
investment and the interest returns thereon 
considered. 

The bill has been referred to the Senate com- 
mittee on banking and currency. 


Des Moines Taxing Liberty Bonds 

Although the Des Moines City Council has re- 
fused to remit taxes on Liberty Bonds held by 
insurance companies and banks, the corpora- 
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Suit 
by the Des Moines National 
Bank as a test, and the insurance companies 
will do likewise. They state that Government 
bonds are not taxable except for income tax 
purpose. 


tions propose to carry the case to court. 
has been started 


Casualty-Surety Club Golf Tournament 

The Casualty and Surety Club of New York 
will hold the first golf tournament of the sea- 
son in the first week in June. The committee 
to arrange details is as follows: Thomas J. 
Graham (chairman), Thos. H. Darling, Charles 
F. Frizzell, Daniel McCrea and George W. 
Allen. 

President Tomlins also appointed a commit- 
tee composed of A. Duncan Reid of the Globe 
Indemnity, Charles H. Holland’ of the Royal In- 
demnity, and Bayard Holmes of the Hooper- 
Holmes Bureau to secure a substantial perma- 
nent memorial to Ralph H. Folsom, to be 
known as the Ralph H. Folsom memorial, and 
to be the chief prize in the golf contests of the 
club. 


Burglary Underwriters Meet 

The Burglary Insurance Underwriters Asso- 
ciation held its annual meeting at the Hotel 
McAlpin, New York, on Tuesday last. Reports 
indicated that burglary insurance losses in the 
past year had been particularly heavy in the 
larger cities. Considerable attention was given 
to the general situation in Philadelphia and 
Chicago. 

The officers elected for the ensuing years 
were: President, F. S. Garrison, Hartford, 
Conn.; first vice-president, J. A. Kenny, New 
York; second vice-president, C. H. Hall, Bos- 
ton; treasurer, R. R. Luckett, New York; secre- 
tary, E. B. Anderson, New York. 


Writing Liability Lines in Ohio 

The Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance 
Company of Boston has just commenced writing 
liability insurance lines in Ohio and made the 
special deposit of $50,000 in securities required 
by that State before a company may commence 
lines within its borders. Thus 
may write the following addi- 
tional lines: Automobile, general elevator and 
other lines of public liability. The new business 
will be handled through the company’s regular 
agents. 


writing such 
the company 


Hooper-Holmes Bureau Opens Branch 

The Hooper-Holmes Bureau of New York an- 
nounces the opening at St. Louis, Mo., of a 
branch of its inspection department, under the 
management of William O. Teylor. 
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WALTERS COMPENSATION BILL 
Attorney General's Opinion on Addition of 
Group 45 


One of the bills awaiting the approval of 
Governor Whitman of New York is Senator 
Walters’, amending the Workmens Compensa- 
tion Law generally. 

This bill includes among hazardous occupa- 
tions all employments not otherwise specifically 
enumerated carried on by any person, firm or 
corporation in which there are engaged or em- 
ployed four or more workmen or operatives 
regularly, in the same business or in or about 
the same establishment, either upon the 
premises or at the plant or away from the 
plant of the employer, under any contract of 
hire, express or implied, oral or written, except 
farm laborers and domestic servants. 

The bill will take effect immediately upon 
receiving executive approval. 

At the request of Governor Whitman, At- 
torney General Lewis has rendered the follow- 
ing opinion as to the scope of the section 
“Workmens Compensation Law—Amendment to 
Section 2 by the Addition of Group 45’: 


Workmen or operatives specified in Group 45, 
added to Section 2 of the Workmens Compensa- 
tion Law by Senate Bill Int. No. 602, Prt. No. 
1608, refers to employees who do manual labor 
or are mechanics or artisans and does not mean 
clerks or those engaged in professional work. 

The Governor of the State of New York has 
requested an opinion with reference to the 
construction of the new Group 45, which is 
added to the previous groups specified as hazard- 
ous occupations under Section 2 of the Work- 
mens, Compensation Law. This new group is 
included with other amendments in Senate Bill 
Int. No. 602, Prt. No. 1608, which bill is in the 
hands of the Governor, and which provides that 
it shall take effect immediately, so that it will 
become a law at once upon its being signed. 

This new Group 45 is as follows: 

‘“‘All other employments not hereinbefore 
enumerated and carried on by any person, firm 
or corporation in which there are engaged or 
employed four or more workmen or operatives 
regularly employed in the same business or in 
or about the same establishment, either upon 
the premises or at the plant, or away from the 
plant of the employer, under any contract 
of hire, express or implied, oral or written, 
except farm laborers and domestic servants.” 

The question is what class of employees are 
covered by the term ‘‘workmen or operatives’? 

The word used throughout. the Workmens 
Compensation Law at present is that of ‘‘em- 
ployee.’’ This group brings in a new term, 
‘‘workmen or operatives,’’ which term seems to 
have been adopted from the Ohio statute, which 
provides: 

“Every person in the service of any person, 
firm or private corporation, including any pub- 
lic service corporation employing five or more 
workmen or operatives regularly in the same 
business or in or about the same establishment 
under any contract of hire,’ etc. 

The term ‘‘workmen or operatives’? would 
seem to have a more restricted meaning than 
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that of ‘employee’ and to refer to laborers, 
mechanics or artisans who do manual labor, 
and not to clerks or those engaged in profes- 
sional work, and it is my opinion that the 
courts will so construe it. 

The Court of Appeals has already held in the 
case of Bowne vs. Bowne Co., 221 N. Y., 28, 
and Howard vs. Heward, 221 N. Y., 605, that the 
word “‘employee’’ does not refer to the execu- 
tive officers of a corporation, but rather to 
those who were employed for wages or upon a 
salary. 

In Massachusetts it has been held that a 
janitor, appointed to do all work of cleaning, 
heating, ventilation, washing windows, care of 
yards, etc.,- about two schools was both a 
“laborer” and a ‘‘mechanic.’’ White vs. City 
of Boston, 226 Mass., 517, 166 N. E., 481. But 
a teacher, employed at an annual salary in the 
automobile department of an industrial and 
vocational school, was not a “‘laborer,’’ ‘“work- 
man” or “mechanic.” Lesuer vs. City of 
Lowell, 227 Mass., 44, 116 N. E., 483. In Kansas 
a police officer, not being a ‘‘workman,”’ is not 
entitled to compenastion. Griswold vs. City of 
Wichita, 90 Kan., 502, 162 Pac., 276. 

It has been held in Great Britain that a cer- 
tified*manager of a colliery, receiving 400 pounds 
a year, who did no manual labor, was not a 
‘“‘workman.’’ Simpson vs. Ebbw Vale Steel, 
Iron & Coal Co., 92 L. T., 282, 7 W. C. C., 101. 

The same rule is applied as to a chemist, 
whose duties were largely the making of labora- 
tory experiments and who in connection there- 
with did considerable manual labor. Bagnall 
vs, Levenstein, 96 L. T., 184, 9 W. C. C., 100. 

It is my opinion, therefore, that the term 
‘“‘workmen or operatives’? would not be held to 
include clerical or professional work, but would 
be limited to those who do manual labor or were 
mechanics or artisans. I can only speak in 
general terms. It would be difficult, if not im- 
possible, to be more specific with reference to 
the many employments carried on throughout 
the State. 


Governor Whitman will sign the bill on Mon- 
day, May 138, and it will take effect on the be- 
ginning of that day. 


Deposit Legislation in Texas 

A misunderstanding seems to have arisen 
over a paragraph in THE SPECTATOR of April 
4 relating to legislation in Texas on taxing de- 
posits made with the State by insurance com- 
panies. The bill, as passed, referred only to 
companies of Texas and prohibits the city of 
Austin from taxing such securities as they may 
deposit with the State Treasury at the Capitol 
in Austin. 


Another Casualty Company for Iowa 

With a proposed capital of one million dol- 
lars, the National Bonding and Insurance Com- 
pany is being promoted at Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
It will write bonding and all casualty lines 
under the active management of Vice-President 
and Secretary C. C. Loomis, formerly secretary 
of the Northwestern Live Stock of Des Moines. 
A. C. Torgeson is president and John Burianeck, 
Jr., treasurer of the new company. 
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rates. This is every broker’s opportunity. 
Call for particulars about our new Full Value Theft policy. 
Regular rate of brokerage commission paid. 
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